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Is demonſtratively proved, * the Attribute of 

 GOD's MERCY, as well as his JUSTICE, 
that the Puniſhments of the RzyrRoBATE in a 
_ FouTurg STATE muſt be ETERNAL. 
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A TFREFAGHE. 


X Containing a ſhort, but Full 
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Late Treatiſe againſt | 
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WITH 


A Plain and Certain Rule to find out when the 

Terms Evzs, FoR-EVER, ETERNAL, EvER- 
LASTING, and the like, in any Paſſage through- 
out the whole Scripture, are to be — 5 in a li- 
mited Senſe for an A G E, or other determin'd 
Duration, and when in an unconfin'd one for a 
Duration properly ETERNAL. 
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H E following Sermon was in- 
) tirely finiſh'd and prepared for 
the preſs as it now ſtands, ſome 
days before the coming out of 
Mr. Whifton's odd medley of 
quotations. Nevertheleſs, if I 
had found any thing, in that extraordinary piece, 
worthy a ſpecial attention ; I wou'd have been 
at the pains of inſerting it in the body of my 
diſcourſe. But, upon the niceſt peruſal, I have 
been able to pick nothing. out of it, which 
could deſerve ſuch a compliment. T 'he texts 
are ſo jumbled, and often ſo foreign; the re- 
marks ſo trivial, and little to the purpoſe ; and 
the whole is ſo puff d with affectation of learn- 
ing, and yet fo very empty of the reality ; 
that I ſhould not think it worth the leaſt no- 
' tice, but for that regard I owe, and ſhall 
always be careful to pay, to the public, in 
general. 
Had this gentleman been as ſincerely fond of 
truth, and as much in earneſt about d up 


| A the 


(u) 
the important doctrin concerning the eternal 
duration of future puniſhments, as he pretends to 
bez he would have ſearchd to the bottom, 
and not been content to play and loiter about 
| the ſurface of it, without once attempting to 
| go any deeper. To place this matter in a full, 

obvious, and decifive light, he ſhould have 
confider'd the divine principles on which it is 
eſſentially built, as infinite mercy, infinite juſtice, 
immutable rnth, - and their 7feparable relations E 
to one another in Gop; the covenant which ie 
the ALMIGHTY graciouſly enter'd into with 
his creature, and the means, free-will and 
grace, he afforded the creature to fulfil that 
covenant; 5 inlinite hemouſneſs, mfolence and 
obſt mnacy of the creature in breaking it, offend- 
ing infinite juſtice, and rejecting infinite mercy ; 
the infinite ſatigfaction due to infinite offences, as 
compared with the limited nature of the offender : 
All theſe. are points, on the conſideration of 
which eſſentially depends the deciſion of the 
dectrin in queſtion ;. and the want of weigh- 
ing which with all the deliberation that is 
eflary has cauſed ſome letter- ulld divines 
to. ie upon the rock of error in the very 
noon-light of evidence. | 
But thea to take ſo many profound ſubjects 
into conſideration, and to talk of them co- 
herently, is a laborious taſk, requires a good 
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deal of 2 ſome real learning, and no ſmall 
knowledge of divinity. It is more eaſy, ſooner 
done, and makes a much greater ſhew of learn- 
ing, to huddle together, by the help of a Con- 
cordance, however confuledly, an l-pick d 


„ : | heap 


(ii) 
heap of incongruous texts, and wire-draw 
them to the end propoſed by the unatiſwerable 
2 ments, a Perhaps, it ſeems, I imagin, 1 
poſe, I believe, I fancy, I aſcribe, ] take it, 
ſuch like conjectural demonſtrations. And 
this is the very method the voluminous 
Mr. M hiſton has thought the moſt proper to 
make uſe of, throughout his Treatiſe againſt 
the proper Eternity of the future Purni/bments of 
the Wicked, He has, it muſt be own'd, been 
laviſh enough of Scripture; but what method 
has he obſerved in quoting it? Why truly, 
none at all. He has given us ſome texts, 
proving the eternity of Gop's mercy, which no 
believer in Gop can diſpute; and theſe he has 
wireſted to prove that the future puniſhments of 
the wicked catinot be eternal. Others he has 
brought, which aſſert that eternity, in as expreſs 
terms as can be made uſe of; and theſe he im- 
 Potently labours to quibble away with an idle 
 chicanery on the import of the words in Greek, 
of which he has given us a few inſtances, arid 
one in Hebrew, which he has had the modeſty 
to give us in Italic characters Bat the much 
greater part of the texts, he has fo liberally be- 
ſtow'd upon us, he might as well have appro- 
priated to a Treatiſe againſt the bleſſed Trinity. 
However, he has made ſhift to tack them to 
the reſt, and wreſt them alike to his mercileſs 
purpoſe, by the help of ſach childiſh remarks, 
and pueril conjectures, as would be inexcuſable 
in any man of ſenſe, who was not of his 
years. 
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To come to a perfect knowledge of reveal'd 
truths, it is, without doubt, abſolutely neceſſary 
to recur to that ſacred repoſitory of divine reve- 


lations, the HoLy ScrIePTUREs. But till to 
obtain any light from the ſacred myſteries there 


——— tis eſſentially neceſſary alſo, in read- 
them, to keep always in view the divine 


e of that eternal ſovereign Truth who 
dictated them, and to eye thoſe attributes ab- 


ſtracted from all the imperfections which our 
groveling conception is apt to veſt them with. 


This is one means indiſpenſably requiſite to- 
wards a right underſtanding of Holy Writ, 


eſpecially where texts ſeem to contradict one 
another. And without this means, it will be 


totally impoſſible to reconcile any ſeemingly 
oppoſite terms of expreſſion we there meet 
with: on the contrary, we muſt lie open to 
the moſt wretched inevitable confuſion. 


Indeed the laborious gentleman above-men- 
tion'd, to'mgke ſome amends for his deficiency 


in fo material. a point, has given us a ſlip- 
knotted ſtring of authors, ſome of credit and 


ſome- of none, as a ſupport to his odd con- 


jectures, and has been abſent enough to think 


them to his purpoſe. What is very ſingular, 


and quite in his own way, 1s the method he 


has obſerved in doing this. Thoſe venerable 


fathers, whoſe authority againſt him all his 


artifice could- not elude, he has been pleaſed 


very modeſtly to paſs over un- noticed, or to 
brand with the name of heretick; and ſuch 
avow'd hereticks as chime with him in his 
errors, he has moſt 8 promoted to the 


dignity 
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dignity of fathers. By the authority of ſuch as 


theſe he has apocryphiſed many texts of authentic 
Scripture, and by his own undiſputed authority, 
has ſwell'd the facred code with apocryphal 
and even ſpurious writings. Where an author 
of venerable authority can, however forcibly, be 
diſtorted to ſerve a turn, he is mention'd with 


reſpect; and where he is too plain for the 


moſt barefaced confidence to pervert, or elude, 
we are told, he is corrupted by interpolations, 
and therefore not to be depended upon; or 
elſe that what he ſays is a ph:loſephical romance, 
or a poetical flight, and conſequently of little 


weight: and yet when occaſion ſerves again, 


the philoſophical Fables of a heathen are to be 


the received plan of a chriſtian ſyſtem ; and 
Homer and Virgil are orthodox divines. 

But what is more curious ſtill, is, that this 
gentleman's fondneſs for the idol of his own 
brain, his new-fangled avs, hades, has induced 
him to make uſe of thoſe very paſſages in the 
ancient Roman catholic writers, in which they 
are manifeſtly arguing for a purgatory, as ſo 


many authorities for his chimerical intermediate 


tate ; tho' it is ſelf-evident that the one ſyſtem 


has nothing in common with the other. How- 
ever, ſome authorities muſt be produced to 
countenance a fiction which otherwiſe cou'd 
not be ſwallow'd by the groſſeſt ignorance ; 


and therefore all plunder is lawful prize to a 


man- who 1s determin'd upon gaining his point 
at any rate, or appearing at leaſt to do fo, with 
ſuch credulous readers as take upon truſt, 

£26 „ what 


| (7) 
what they either have not leiſure or want 
unity of examining farther into. 


Another artifice this author ſeems to triumph 


much in, is, a ſophiſtic affectation of rea- 
foning away the doctrine in queſtion, by the 
very Emile made uſe of in ſcripture to explain 
it, ſuch as that of the chaff; Mat. iii. Whence 
he argues, p. 42. that as the wicked are com- 
pared to the chaff, which is entirely burnt up for 


its deſtruction, it plainly implies that their puniſh- 


ment ſhall end by an utter deſtruction, or what 
we ſhould call annihilation. But is not this egte- 
 gious trifling ? For beſides that every ſtudent in 

philoſophy knows that the chaffo which is 


burnt up by fire, 1s not, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 


totally annihilated, but rather corrupted into a 


different ſubſtance : If Mr. Whiſton mean'd to 


perſonate the divine, the philoſopher, or the 

man of letters, he ſhould have remember'd 
that for paritys, compariſons, or fimiles to be 
good and juſt, it is by no means material for 
them to run parallel in every circumſtantial 


particular, but in ſuch only as they are brought 


to expreſs. Thus St. Fohn Baptiſt, to give 
ſome expreſs idea of the torments deſtin'd for 
the wicked, compares their perſons to the chf: 
and as long as the parity gives the analogy be- 
teen both, with regard to their being the 
deſtin' d fuel of fire, it matters little whether 


there is any farther analogy in it: the parity is 
ſtrictly juſt in the particular it was uſed to ex- 


preſs, and that is ſufficient. But to conclude, 
becauſe they are analogous with regard to the 


£1rcumſtance of PRONE, that therefore they 


muſt 
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1 with regard to the length of 


their duration, is ſuch reaſoning as may be 


tolerated in a man while he is dreaming, but 


will by no means bear telling when he awakes. 


For a proof of this I ſhall content myſelf with 
bringing one inſtance out of Eſdras, as quoted 
by this gentleman ; As tbe heavens, fays Bltras, 
are higher than. the earth, fa are his (God's) 
ways higher than.our ways. Now wou'd it not 
ſet this gentleman a-yawning, ſhould any man 
tell him with a grave face, Laſt night, in my 


ſleep, metbought, in reading in the ivn of 


Eſdras, I "eau! our that the diſtance between our 
Ways and thoſe of God is not abſolutely infinite 3 


for that diſtance is compared only to the ſpace 


between heaven and earth, which cannot poſſibly be 
infinite 2 However Mr. Whifton might excuſe 
the dreamer, I fancy he would hardly, if per- 
fectly awake himſelf, take ſuch a dream for a 


rational argument. But I have dwelt lon 


on this ſubject than the weight of it deſerves; 
and I ſhould think myſelf 9 for ſo 
doing, if reaſonings, like theſe, did not make 


up moſt of the weightieſt arguments in that 


author's animadverſions. 
The two main pillars, however, on which 


he builds his whole ſophiſtic machinery, are 


firſt, that the words po, Olam, in Hebrew, Ir 


Aue, Aion, in the Greek, do by no means ſig- 
nity: a co- eternity with Gop : /econd, that St. 
Jon N, in the Apocalypſe, calls the damnation of 


the wicked a /econd death. But, on how quick- 
 fanded a bottom theſe principles are grounded, 


wall 


(vii) 
will beſt appear from exam ining them ſepa- | 
rately. 

Firſt, then it is very true, that theſe words 7 

do not ſtrictly import a co-eternity with Gop, in 
any of his creatures: for co- eternity, in 2 ] 

true ſenſe of the. word, ſignifies a duration 
equal with Gop, as well parte ante or ante- 
reorly, as a parte poſt or for the future, which 
is probably the reaſon why no word is ever 
made uſe of, in the facred Scripture, liable to 
ſuch an interpretation, where creatures are 
ſpoken of: and this may ſerve for an anſwer 
to his trivial remark, p. 97. as far as it relates 
to hell-torments. For as to his unpious hint, 
with regard to the antiquity of the Son of Gop, 
it is foreign to the preſent purpoſe to take any 
notice of it ; eſpecially as I deſign hereafter to 
treat that matter at large. It is nothing better 
then than a mere quibble of Mr. Yhiftor's, to 
pretend that the terms, Olam and Aion, were 
ever taken by any in a co eternal ſenſe, For 
ſuch divines and fathers, as have made uſe of 
the word co-eternal, have applied it only in a 
limited improper ſenſe, as ſignifying a duration 
equal to that of Gop, merely a parte poſt, or 
poſteriorly. But this is too trite a remark 
among the truly learned, to need inſiſting on 
any farther. It is equally true, that thoſe words 
do ſometimes mean no more than an age, or a 
limited, or undetermin d duration. But it is 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with truth to ſay, that 
they never naturally and ſtrictly ſignify an end- 
teſs, eternal, properly eternal duration, a - parte 
i or * the e, even when applied to 


Creatures. 


(ix) 
creatures. The natural ſenſe then of the bon 
mention d words in diſpute, | is the utmoſt 
duration of the perſons or things, they are 
| ſpoken; of, or appropriated to. Thus, when 
they are ſpoken of e in their nature, of a 
limited duration, they ſignify nothing more, 
than that they ſhall bf for as durable an age as. ; 
their. periſhable exiſtence, will admit of : but ? 
when 7 are applied to Gop, or to ſuch of q 
his creatures as are immortal i in an eſſential part 
of: their ſubſtance, they abſolutely import an 
endleſs duration. - And that this latter is the 
natural true import of the words in queſtion, 
is evident from the yery, etymon of the Greek 
e Aion, which is Au, Ati, ſemper, fore ven, 
and che root of the Hebrew yy, Olam, 
which is oy, Elem, and ſignifies ABScON- 
DI TUN, INVESTIGABILE,. hidden, or un- 
ſearchable; and whence. i is form d Sw, Olam, 
Seculum teternum, ari. endleſs age, or a duration, 
as it were, hidden and unſearchable in it's begin- 
ning and end, by an elegance peculiar to the 
Hebrew language. x 
To know therefore for certain when the words. 
| B71 v, Olam, and Aw, Aion, or their derivatives, 
import, an eternal duration, or only a limited 
one; we are to examin into the nature of the 
beings they are applied to. If it be ſuch as 
requires their . exiſtence to ceaſe, they muſt 
mean nothing more than an age, or a very 
laſting. duration; but if it is eſlentially inde- 
fectible, as that of the Divine Being is „ 
of itſelf and all Intellectual | Sato. are. per & 
4 N then they muſt naturally Tay an end- 
u B : leſs 


Ws 


wx 

leſs eternal, properly eternal exiſtence. - Thus 
where they are applied to the ceretnonial laws 
of the Jews, it is evident they can mean 
nothing more than that thoſe laws ſhould have 
exiſtence till the coming of Chriſt, and no 
longer; at which time they were eſſentially to 
ceaſe „ and ive A to the more 1 — diſ- 

enfation 'of aw of 80 when 

zoken of the ſervitude * of ( entil inhabitants 
among the Jews, they can ſignify only #7eon- 
{arg the Jo x Sun their — ie Bar | 
When they : 8 made nſe of to ſignify the dura- 
tion of Gop's divine attributes, or the exiſtence 
of his intellectual creatures in a fature ſtate, 
they mu ſt fignify an eternal, properly ęrernul 
Effi nefs ; both a8 y immortal, and in- 


defectible by. nature a part? pft, or or fiturtl, with 
this, difference only, at the one is fo per ſe, f 
16 V the others 5 alium, from ee, x 5 ; 
is rule, if carefully attended: w I 
a1 Greek readers of *holy wri at ws 
them as à fure and ſafe key. to End the true 
ſenſe of the above-mention'd: words, wherever 
they meet with them rent che whole 


ſacred code. * 
But to return to our ſabjeR, ater | 
are eternal beings, properly eternal, a parte poſt, 
that is, with regard to their! uture fate, but 
eſpecially the Bleſſed, and they are ſo, 
David tells us in Palm cxii. 8? 9 | 
R IT oy 9 vw. "Ol: eis Tw a s g 
Jas, els Ko hoc nov eg Re,. Quia non com- 
movebitur in ſeculum in memoria æterna erit 
juftus. Bertie, 25 David) he vill not be 
| moved 
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moved (or diſturb'd) in any age, therefore the 
 Tuſt man ſhall be in eternal memory. So that the 
Bleſſed, at leaſt, according to the royal prophet, 


RY (6). 


muſt be eternal, and that becauſe he is im- 
moveable, and not to be diſturb'd by defection, 

or annihilation, which ſurely is the worſt of 
diſturbance : nor is he only indefectible in a limit- 
ed ſenſe, but not to be moved ix any age, as the 
ſtrict literal tranſlation imports, and muſt im- 
port. For there needs no great ſhare of philo- 


ſophy to know that, negatio eff nalignantis 


nature is one of the firſt principles in logic. 
A negation is malignant in its nature, and de- 
ſtroys all it affe&s. And as the negation here 
affects the whole phraſe, it muſt neceſſarily 


deſtroy not only all commotion, or diſturbance, 


in the juſt man, but every age, or period, in 


which it can be ſuppoſed poſſible. 
It is yery worthy to be remark'd too, that 


the very fame terms Oy? Leolam, and 


« Tov cle, Eis ton aiona, , Olam, and 


aver, Atonon, which are equally uſed in 
this text to ſignify both an age and eternity, 
are equally applied in innumerable places of the 
holy Scripture to the duration of the Divine 
Being. So that granting that the word cura, 
SYNA1DIos, be never uſed to ſignify the dura- 

tion of any created being, what can this gen- 
tleman infer to his purpoſe ? It is ſelf- evident, 


that the very terms above-mention'd, fo often 
uſed in Scripture to expreſs the utmoſt duration 
of creatures, are very commonly alſo uſed 


there to expreſs the duration of Gop's attri- 


bu tes, which would be highly derogatory to 
B 2 his 


(*., 


his infinite greatneſs, were not the words natu- 


rally fignificative of an eternity properly ſuch. 


I ſhall content myſelf, for brevity's fake, with 
giving one inſtance in a kind, and ro take 


leave of this piddling topic. In the xxv* of 


Leviticus, the law for bondſmen runs. by : 
N DWD G 579 & hun 


7797, Ka- xel]ajuepieils aulss Tots Texvors UHU wel H.. X) 


£00V]as vp? xdloN1yot eis To etora. Et hæreditate tranſ- 
mittetis illos ad poſteros & poſſidebitis in æter- 
num (ive in ſeculum.) And ye fhall transfer 


them to your children, and ſhall poſſeſs them for- 


ever, (or to an age.) Concerning the ineffable 


attribute of Gop's immutable truth, David, in 
Pfalm cxvü. 2. ſays © o N NOR), Ker i aaron 


Ts xp Peres eis Top alan. Et veritas Jehovæ (Jeu 
Domini) manet in æternum (ve in ſeculum.) 
And the truth of the Lord remains forever, 
(or to an age.) Surely an age muſt here mean 


an age of eternity: but let us proceed. The 
fame royal prophet in 3 cxix. 98. uſes again 


the ſame expretſion concerning the divine law, 
NN = 9, 071 eig Toy cih un st. Quia 1 in 


æternum mihi (ve meum) eſt. Becauſe it is 


ever before me (or mine.) In Pſalm cxii. 


above quoted, we ſee he has appropriated the 
ſame terms to the duration of the Rleſſed. 


And Feremiah, in his xxiii i chap. ver. ult. ſpeak- 
ing of the Wicked, does the fame. His words 


are remarkably expreſſive, Dan 9% RI 


Mun RY WR G maT Dy. Kai Jae eg yes 
ereid ug h cichhicy, 9 U Hl toy iris ou e nos. 


Et dabo ſuper vos opprobrium ſempiternum & 
1gnominiam =tcrnam quæ nunquam oblivione 


delebitur. 


D e's, * 
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delebitur. And F will bring upon you an ever=- 


laſting reproach, and an eternal ſhame, which 


II never be forgotten, (or ſhall never be effaced 
by oblivion.) Muſt it not then be properly 
eternal? J might bring innumerable other texts 


of this ſort, if I cared to be as prolix as the 
long-winded Mr. J/h:;//on : But thoſe I have 
already produced are ſufficient to prove what I 


advanced, and to ſhew how wretchedly low, 
as well as idle and undoctrinal, are the page- 
ſwelling quibbles about mere words, with which 


that gentleman has been pleaſed to bloat his laſt ' 


production. But it is time to examin the 


ſecond grand pillar of ſupport to his mighty 


battery againſt the proper eternity of hell- 
torments. SL. 

I could hardly have expected that a man, 
whoſe indefatigable drudgery in poring over 
the monuments of learned antiquity, ſhould, 
methinks, entitle him to ſome thonght, wou'd 
have been abſent enough to reaſon ſo very un- 


pertinently on fo plain a text: but it is no new 


thing for ſome men to be dazzled out of evi- 
dence by the too open light it appears in. 


What can be more plain, than that the perdi- 


tion of the wicked is both a /econd death and an 
eternal one? What is the jr /? death but a ſepa- 
ration of ſoul from the body, which, notwith- 
ſtanding, is perfectly conſiſtent, according to 


Mr. Whiſton's own ſcheme, with the actual 
_ exiſtence of the ſoul? So the ſecond death is a 
real ſeparation from Gop of both body and 
foul, which is likewiſe perfectly conſiſtent with 
a farther duration of this Being, even accord- 


ing 


| ( xiv 
ing to the ſame gentleman's opinion. and fa- 
_ vourite hypotheſis. For Mr. I biſton don't 
himſelf pretend that the wicked ſhall imme- 
diately be annihilated at the general judgment, 
when this ſecond death is to be inflicted; but 
poſitively avows, that they ſhall be tormented 
for a conſiderable time after. So that having 
allow'd this ſecond death to be conſiſtent with a 
life capable of ſuffering, and ſuffering grievoully, 
it muſt be own'd an egregious forgetfulneſs in 
this gentleman, in the ſame breath to wreſt 
that ſecond death to an utter diſſolution of foul 
end body, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, as he muſt mean ; 
otherwiſe he concludes nothing, and means 
nothing. | 
It is plain then that Mr. Whijton, without per- 
ceiving it, is forced to own, in the very act of 
denial, that the ſecond death is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
a ftate of life. But then he denies it to be eter 
nal life, or to be in perpetual puniſhments. 
This opinion of his he tells us is more reaſonable, 
but for reaſons he has none to give. That this 
life of puniſhment, which the gentleman himſelf, 
as J have obſerved, undeſignedly acknowledges 
to be conſiſtent with the /econd more dreadful 
death, is ſtrictly ſuch, we have from our Saviour, 
who puts the reſurrection of the wicked and 
the good from the firft death, upon the ſame 
footing, with regard to their being a reſur- 
rection to exiſtence : but calls the one a reſur- 
rection to /zfe eternal, the other to fire eternal. 
St. Paul is very clear upon this head, and poſi- 
tively tells us, that in the great day the dead 


N be raiſed incorruptibe. \ Nay, he poſitively. 


lays, 


; 


dex nance of taking the * fre, and 
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ſays, that our corruption muſt put on incorruption, 


and our mortal muſt put on immortality. So that 


on one hand the condemnation of the wicked 
plainly appears to be what St. John calls it, a 
death; inaſmuch as. it is an abſolute ſepa- 


ration from the only true life, from the preſence 


of Gop, and the glory of his power. And on the 
other hand, the incorruptibility, immortality, 
and indefectibility of their nature, will make 
prev men a ap 33 0 if life i in perpetual 
Which may well indeed be call'd Fd death 
(ald is the worſt of paths) in oppoſition to that 
eternal life, that only life worth contending for, 
which he hat overcometh ſhall be crown'd 
with ; and which ſhall be a perpetual guarantee 
to him from any ſecond E 
from Goo. 
I ſhall take no notice of the many ſelf con- 
ee and groſs abſurdities, which have 


ſo largely contributed to the bulk of the picce 
before me, ſuch as in p. 47, 53, 62, 63, and 


particularly i in p. 64, where he moſt beautifully 
finds out, that no ſuch being as we are ſhall be 
ſtrictly co-eternal with God a parte poſt, or fu- 


tunely, and yet that the praiſes of Gop ſhall be 


ſung by the righteous for indęfectiblè endleſs ages 
of ager and p: 72, 81. and thoſe extravagant ones, 
p. 85, 98, onward, p. 104, and thoſe p. 10%, 
which laſt muſt certainly be . owing to ſome 
weakneſs in that gentleman's eyes, not ſuffer- 
ing him to read any more of the texts than 
the ſcraps he there quotes. Much leſs ſhall 
I make any remarks on the pretty incon- 


2h, or ſeparation 


the 


þ 
| 
? 
| 
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the worm that never dies, in a literal ſenſe, 


in p. 109. and yet denying the immortality of 


the ſoul in p. 72. and the equality of it's dura- 


tion a parte poſt, or poſteriorly, with Gop in 
p. 64. To ſet theſe, and many others in 
that piece, in the truly ridiculous light they 
deſerve, would be the taſk of a volume rather 
than a preface. And as I ſhall hereafter, when 
leiſure permits me, treat fully the ſacred doc- | 
trines relating to the immortality of the ſoul, 
and the divinity of the ſon of Gop, which 
the gentleman ſo raſhly blaſphemes, I I ſhall ſay 
nothing of the latter here, nor any thing more 
concerning the former; - pecially — they 
are not abſolutely pertinent to the preſent ſub- 
ject. Whatever elſe in that curious work may 
ſeem to the unletter'd part of my readers to 
deſerve ſolution, is already fully anſwer d in . 
body of my ſermon. 

It might be expected that 1 could quote 


thoſe venerable fathers and writers of antiquity 


whom Mr. M hiſton had the modeſty not to 
confute his own. work with; and, if it was 
neceflary, I could do it. I could quote a 
St. Auguſtin, l. 21. de civitat. Dei, c. 17. 
Enchirid. c. 112, & contra Priſc. & Orig. 
—24 8. Gregory, L 4. Dialog. & 9. Moral. 
a St. Mabre de ſummo bono. —a St. Chryſe om, 
— 5 24, 50. in Mat.—a St. Hilarius, in 


Pſal. 1. and many others. But beſides that 


this 3 ſwell a confutation of him to a 
voluminous ſize, it would have no power to 
confound him. For I have no reaſon to expect, 
that theſc fathers would fare any better with. 

| | him 
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him than. 8 . Clement, Laclantius, T. ertullian, 
St. Cyprian, 990 others, whom he has the ini- 
mitable courage to quote, and then to aſſure 
us, without being out of countenance, that 
they did not themſelves believe a word of what 
they advanced: and this he demonſtrates from 
a convincing argument, that he himſelf cannot 
believe they were in earneſt. For it is obſerva- 
ble, that there are no Divines, or Fathers, ſo 
ſerious and ſincere, ſo truly wiſe and learned, 
ſo very good and zcalous for the ſafety of ſouls, 
as this gentleman, if you will take his own 
word for it. And this, perhaps, is one rea- 
ſon why he is fo extremely fond of quoting 
himſelf. 

Tho', if I may be ingenuous without offend- 
ing, I will even own, that it is a ſhrew'd mark 
with me of a bad ſcholar, as well as an in- 


different writer, when I nd an author railing 


againſt all who do not agree with him in ſenti- 
ments, for ignorant foolsz as it is of a bad 
phyſician, a bad divine, or a bad man, to hear 
the one call the reſt-of the faculty aſſes, the 
other treat his brethren like blockheads, and 
the third - brand his neighboyes with the 
character of knaves, . 

I do not mean to make any applications : 
and yet I can by no means conceal that this is 
a method very much made uſe of by that gen- 
tleman; tho' it muſt have been abundantly 
more ſatisfactory to his readers, had he laid 
aſide his compliments on himſelf, and imputa- 
tions of ignorance to others; atid inſtead of 


quibbling about ſcripture, enter 'd more deeply 
C 


into 


(an 
into the ſubje& he pretended to controvert. 1 
he is convinced of what he attempts to prove; 
why did he not afford us one argument of 
ſolidity, or at leaſt the appearance of one, 'to 
convince us? But this, I dare boldly fay, he 
has no where done throughout his whole very 


laborious eſſay; tho his neglect is not ſo much 


to be imputed to want of will as of power. 
I ſhall now diſmiſs this gentleman with the 
ſincereſt wiſhes a Chriſtian can make, that he 
may never be brought to the fatal conviction of 
his preſent error, with regard to the ſubject in 
queſtion, and be reduced to own it, to his 
forrow, when too late. a 
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PSALM LXIL 12. 
Unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy : 


For thou rendereſt to every man 
according to his work. 


F232 render to every man according to 
his work, is a very equitable thing; 
to pay a good ſervant the wages due 
to him for his ſervice, according to 
covenant, is but right; and to. puniſh 
gagaaaan unfaithful ſervant, in proportion 
to the, breach of his part of the covenant between 
him and his maſter, is equally right. To inſiſt upon 
payment of the utmoſt farthing due from an ill- 
1 debtor, whom we have found to be able, 
ut unwilling, to pay what he owes, is an act of 


juſtice which no one can condemn; eſpecially if 


the debtor himſelf is an inexorable creditor to ſuch 
of his unhappy debtors as are wiſhful, but a 


to anſwer his demands. | 


So far then God is irreproachable in his conduct 
towards his creatures, as, in conſequence of his 
covenant with them, he rewards with eternal life 
the coop, that is, thoſe who love him and keep 
his commandments: that is, thoſe who fulfil their 

5 „5 . -- | | Part 
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part of the covenant--—a#ive' affefion, and upright 
attion. For tho', when they have done all; they 


may and muſt fay, they are but uſeleſs ſerupnts, with 
reſpect to him; yet in virtue of Gop's ineffable 


promiſe they earn, merit, and thro? his grace be- 


come entitled to, the ſtipulated recompence of eter- 
nal bliſs; which Gop's eternal truth lays him under 


a gracious, but indiſpenſable obligation of con- 


ferring. 
In like manner, when Go» vaniſhes the wiCKED, 


+ that is, thoſe who do not keep his commandments, 
and conſequently either do not love him, or love 


him only with a ele fr, fruitleſs, inaftive affetlion,. 
nud putiiſſſes them in prop6rtton to the bfeich of 
their part of the covenant he made with them; 
whether that proportion requires the puniſhment to 


be eternal, or only temporal, he is irreproachable 
in inflicting it. This is more eff l ſelf-evident 


with regard ro that mercileſs p art of the. creation, 
who are inflexibly Tigcrons to their fellow-crea- 


| rures. 


Tit Gop aid have Ctedtedl ack * a ein as 
Man, without Lying him under any poſtrive re- 
ſtrictions; and in fuch cafe that ben g could not 
have been güilty of any puniſhment, but hat he 
incurr'd by violation of the laws of nature founded 
on eternal truth; yet as it was at Gob 's difpofal ro 
hy what ref rictions he Hlelſed on the beings he was 
l aſed to create, and as he actual} did lay reſtric- 
tions upon them, with a promiſe of bela for 
their co mplince, and of puniſhment for their 
difobetience, every wilful breach of that &venant 
deſerves a. puniſhment proportion'd to the prefitfiefs 
or littlenefs of fach breach, and Gov is ſtrictly 

juſtifiable in inflicting it. Whiehce it ap. Lats, chat 
S0 is « = wi Juſt, "as well in the puni ments he 
inflicts oh! he ache as in the recompenſe he be- 


— 


| Rows on the good; boch * the wages due to 


their 


ws 
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their ſeveral works, according to the covenant 
made with them. 

But where is the mercy in either? Is a man mer- 

_ ciful in paying his ſervants the wages he bargain*d 
with Nth for; when once —_ Hoe faithfully diſ- 
charged cheir duty? No. ey have a right to 
demand them: be is juſt to a nicety, but hot mer- 
ciful. When an honeſt man compels by impriſon- 
ment a reluctant debtor to pay the laſt farthing of 
a debt he is able to diſcharge, can his rigor be 
called mercy? No. He is irreproachably juſt, but 
in no ſenſe merciful. And yet the ſacred writer 
quoted in my text attributes mercy to Gop, for this 
reaſon: BECAUSE he renders to every man ac- 
cording to his wort; that is, eternal happineſs to the 
good, eternal miſery to the wicked. Unto thee, 
O Lord, belongeth mercy : FOR thou rendereſt to every 
_u according to his work. That it is juſtice in Gop 
to puniſh and niſh ſeverely the breaches of his 
EW, we can eafily comprehend; and that to afford 
the trantgreffors any means of eſcaping the ſeverity 
of his juſtice, 15 mercy, we can as eaſily conceive. 
But why ſhoald their puniſhments be eternal? Or 
if they ate, how ſhall eternal rigor be reconciled 
with eternal mercy ? | 
Why ſhall the puniſhments of i impenitent finners 
be eternal? Becauſe a falſe ballance is abomination to 
tbe Lord: but u jiſf weight 7s bis delight . a Howghall 
the eternity of Gob's juſtice inflict thoſe erernal 
pihiſitnetta without pre; uche to his infinite mercy? 
In a moſt equitable manner, inaſmuch as mercy and 
truth ſhall go (inſeparably) before thy face b, O Lord! 
Gop could not be juſt, if Hell Torments, the puniſh- 
ment of the wicked, were not eternal; and they 
cannot be eternal, unteſs Gop 1s as merciful as he 
is juſt in infficting them. This J ſhall untertake to 


2 Prov. M. 1. d Pfal. Ixæxxix. 14. 


ſet 
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ſet in a clear light, by ſeparating truth from it's 
e Wil in che — diſcourſe, in which 


. ) ſhall prove the conſiſtency of this doc- 
trine from Scripture, as well. according to 
the evidence of the words, as to the ſenſe 

they are taken in by the fathers. 

II. I ſhall ſhew it's conformity with right rea- 
ſon, from the nature of the Infinite Offended, 
of the finite Offender, and of the infinite 
fatisfattion due to the Former from the 


latter. 


tions that can be offer*d againſt this funda- 
mental point of faith; and conclude the 
whole with ſome moral reflections. 


| enquire, where the place is in which the wicked 
_ are and ſhall be tormented after death, nor what 
| are the inſtruments of their torment. Once we 
| 4 | are ſure that they muſt and will be tormented, it 
'l avails but little to know, whether the place of 
their puniſhment be in the center of the earth, as 


in the air likewiſe, as from others may be gather · d; 
whether the inſtruments of their torture be literally 
excels of heat and cold, unutterable darkneſs, &c. 


we are acquainted with; or whether it ſhall be of a 


more ſpiritualized nature. It is ſufficient for us to 


know, that Gop, who created the world out of 


limited power, is capable of providing a proper 


juſtice for puniſhment ; and that the inſtruments 


he appoints to torment them will effectually execute 
8 


III. I ſhall anſwer the moſt i important objec- 


It is no ways material to my preſent purpoſe to 


Þþ the Scripture in ſome paſſages ſeems to expreſs ; or 


and the fire and brimſtone mention'd in holy writ, 
the ſame ſpecifically with our fire, and the ſulphur 


; nothing „and governs the whole creation with un- 


manſion of horror for ſuch wretches as call upon 
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(23) 
his will, I ſhall leave therefore theſe leſs material 
enquiries for another occaſion, to attend wholly 
to this more important queſtion : Mpetber God will 


eternally puniſh the impenitent wicKED, and whether 


be can te merciful in ſo doing? 


If we believe the ſacred Scripture to be the 
word of Gop, and believe Gop's word to be im- 
mutably true, we cannot doubt of either. In the 
xxxvi"* chapter of Job, it is faid to the wicked: 


| Becauſe there is wrath, beware leſt God take thee away 


with his ſtroke : then a great ranſom cannot deliver thee. 
What can we underſtand by theſe words, but the 
eternal torments which will enſue to impenitent ſin- 
ners? The meaning of this caution is obvious: it 
cannot be to guard them againſt death; for neither 
wicked nor good can withſtand Gop's ſtroke in 
that ſenſe. The meaning then 1s, beware, that 1s, 
be prepared by repentance, or in other words, beware 
leſt he take thee away 1MPENITENT wth his ſtroke. 


And why, but becauſe a great ranſom cannot deliver 


thee? There is no other ranſom for great or little 
wickedneſs than the death of Chriſt: if then this 


great ranſom will not deliver the impenitent wicked ; he 


muſt eternally remain in the ſlavery of ſin he died in, 
and conſequently be eternally wretched ; for if there 
is 10 ranſom, no ſalvation for him in CuRIS7 JEsus, 
neither is there ſalvation in any other, as St, Peter, 


filPd with the Holy Ghoſt, ſaid to the Fews, in the 1v® 


of the As. 
In the ſame chapter of Fob, a little lower, we 


are told that Gop is great, and we know him not, 


neither can the number of his years be ſearchd out; and 
five verſes lower we are farther told, that by them 
he judgeth his people. The number of Gop's years, 
which cannot be found out, is his eternity; and by 
this ETERNITY he judges his people. And how ſhall 
this divine eternity make a juſt diſtinction between 
the good and bad part of his 3 but by judg- 

ing 


„ 

ing the good to an eternity of His, the wicked to. 

an eternity of woe? Wherefore David, in the ninth 

Pſalm, praiſes Gop for deſtroying the wicked, and 
Putting out their name for ever and ever. 

The ſame royal Plalmiſt tells us, in the eleventh 
Pſalm, that upon 2 wicked Gop ſhall rain fuares, 
fire and brimſtone, and à horrible tempeſt : this ſhall be 
the PORTION of their cup. If then this is all the 
portion allotted to the wicked; this is all they have 
to expect, and the immortality of their nature 
* them to their lot, they muſt eternally feed 

ie bitter, bitter cup of ſnares, fire, brimſtone 
= horror. And that this is his meaning, the 
holy monarch expreſſes more fully in another 
4 *, The Lord, lays he, ſball tale them away in a 
| whirkvind, both living and in his wrath, that is, both 
zuin, and living in bis wrath, which ! is eternal. 
The Hebrew has it more expreſs „as living as his 
wrath. And conſequently as his wrath i is eternal, 
ſo ſhall their puniſhment be. 

Dovid, immediately after, to account for this 
inflexibility of Gop's juſtice, ſhews it to be an 
ineffable effect of his mercy to the good. For 7he 
rigbtecus, lays he, ſhall rejoyce when be ſeeth the ven- 
geauce. Whence it plainly appears, that if there 
were no other good in it, God is at leaſt infinitely 
merciful in decreeing thoſe eternal torments to the 
wicked who deſerve them, to enhance the felicity 
of the good, who muſt doubly rejoice in their 
oyn happineſs, at the ſight of what the wicked en- 
dure. Not that their joy proceeds from any cruel 
ſatisfaction, or pleaſure, in ſeeing thoſe wretches 
' tormented ; but from the compariſon of the infinite 
bliſs they eternally enjoy, with the eternal miſery 
they have happily eſcaped, and from the clearer 
ige which that compariſon gives them of Gop's 

4 Pſal. viii. 
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Juſtice and mercy. For the real value of every 
thing is beſt known by cloſely comparing it with 
it's oppoſite. And therefore the inſpired monarch 
ſeems to inſinuate in the ſame Pſalm, that the good 
in reality wou'd not be fully ſenſible of their eter- 
nal happineſs, but for this compariſon of it with 
the eternal wretchedneſs of the wicked, which 
. them up to that exſtatic acknowledgment of 

D's goodneis: Verily there is a reward for the 
righteous : verily be is a Gor that judgeth in the earth. 
Well then might David ſoon after in raptures apoſ- 
trophiſe Gap in the words of my text, Unto. thee, 
O Lord, belongeth mercy : rok thou rendereſt to every 
man according to his work: © 2h itn 05 

Thus far, Chriſtians, we have heard the ſenti- 
ments of inſpired David. Now let us liſten to him 
in the intervals, when inſpiration forſook him: 
David, when left to himſelf, was no more capable 
than we are, of ourſelves, to reconcile the for-ever 
of Gop's. juſtice in puniſhing the wicked, with the 
infinity of his mercy. . I remember d Gop (lays he 
Pſalm lxxvii,) and was troubled : I complain d, and my 
Spirit was overwhelmd. I call to remembrance my ſong 
in the night: I commune with my own heart, and my 
Spirit made diligent ſearch., Will the Lord caſt off for- 
ever? and will be be favourable no more? Is mis. 
MERCY CLEAN GONE  FOR-EVER? , DOTH HIS 
PROMISE FAIL FOR-EVERMORE ? Hath Gop for- 
gotten to be gracious? hath he in anger ſhut up his tender 
 mercies? What more cou'd be ſaid by the De- 
claimers againſt the eternity of Hell-Torments? 
Why don't the miſcreants quote this for an autho- 
rity ? David firſt calls the mercy of Gop in que- 
ſtion : 1s his mercy clean gone for ever? And as one 
abyſs calls on another, he preſently doubts of his 
juſtice and truth: Dorh his promiſe fail for-evermore * 
A rare paſſage for them to apply to their purpoſe 
of overthrowing the ineffable attributes of Gor! 

| D Why 
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Why ſhou'd they bluſh to bring this text, who Ars ; 


not aſhamed' to pervert others much leſs to their 
purpoſe ? Or why indeed ſhou'd they bluſh at any 
thing, who bluſh not to blaſpheme Gop from his 
throne, to give vice a 1 authority than it 
already has ? But will this give you a right, O 
enemies of truth, to the title of merciful, which 
you are pleaſed to compliment yourſelves with! it 
is unmerciful, you fay, for Gop to give ſinners their 


deſert; is it mercy then for worms, for wretches, 


for wicked ſinners, to rob Gop of his due? And 
muſt Gop be made more merciful than becomes 
him as Gop to be, merely to prove him leſs juſt 


than he really i is, * muſt be? Oh age! Oh man- 
ners! How true is that of Solomon ; the. leader mer. 


\ 


cies of the wicked i are cruel! | 
But where is the wonder that men, enſlaved by 


their unruly paſſions, and made feeble by long 


habits of v ce, ſhowd be able to reaſon no better; 
when Dari, a virtuous man, a man after Gob's 
own heart, was liable to che ſame infirmity when 


left to himſelf, and to the weakneſs of üs own 
underſtanding ? But the good have ſtill this advan- 
tage above the wicked, that tho', like theſe, they 
are liable, by the frailty of their nature, to fall 
into error and ſcepticiſm; yet the readineſs, with 


which they captivate their ſenſe to the lights of 
faith, enables them to rife again to a ckarer know- 
ledge of Gopꝰs eternal truth. In fact, the fame David, 
who was miſtaken by night, Nena his nightly 
errors in the day; and, by the help of frefh inſpi- 
ration, is enabled to reconcile Gon s caſting off the 


wicked for. ever, with the continuance of his mercy,' 


and the trutb of his promiſe. © * continues the 


royal prophet, this is my inſirmi = F will remem-- 
ber the years of the right hand of the Meft High. Thus 


the inſpired” David is by the Toke, * 4 lifted- 


to ſec thro' the weakneſs of his natural reaſon, and 
| enabled 
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p to account for Gop's caſting off the wicked 
FOR-EVER, by the reflection on the years of the right 


band of Gon, that is, the eternity of his juſtice ; 


that eternity by which, as we have ſeen in Fob, he 


is to judge his people. And the ſame Revelation 


which illumin'd the royal Prophet to ſee into the 
divine juſtice in caſting off the wicked for-ever, ena- 
bled him in like manner to reconcile that juſtice 
with his infinite mercy, by recollecting the many 
wonders he had wrought to deter thoſe wretches 
from incurring eternal torments, before his inflict- 


Ing them, as well as the innumerable proofs of his 


goodneſs, by which he endeavour'd to win them 
to an eternity of happineſs. Thou art the Gop that 
do'fl wonders, ſays he in the fame Pſalm, thou haſt 
declared thy ſtrength amongſt the people. Thou haſt with 


thine arm redeem'd thy people.----The woice of thy thunder 


was in the beaven----the earth trembled and ſhook. Thou 
led'ſt thy people like a flock, by the hand of Moſes and 
Aaron, What more cou'd a merciful Gop do to 
win mankind from the eternal torments he 
threaten'd to the wicked, than to ſhew them his 


goodneſs in redeeming them from fin, conducting them 


as a tender paſtor does his flock, and appointing 
them teachers to inſtruct them in his will, and the 
means to execute it? What more cou'd he do to 
deter them, than declare his ſtrength to them, and 
demonſtrate his puniſhing power in the voice of his 


thunder ? And what leſs cou'd he do as a juſt Gop, 


than eternally puniſh: thoſe obſtinate wretches who 
wou*d neither be won nor deterr*d from the eternal 
puniſhments he threaten*d them with? Muſt his 
truth fail, or his mercy be deſtroy*'d ? Can they 
not, nay mult they not, ezernally ſubſiſt together? 
Yes, O Lord, yes, ſays David*, Fuſtice and Fudg- 


ment are the habitation of thy throne, mercy and truth 


foal (inſeparably) go before thy face. True indeed ir 
* 76 pPfalm Ixxxix. 14. 
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is, that thou art merciful, infinitely mercitul in the 


very caſting off the wicked for-ever, becauſe thou, 


Lord, art good, and ready to forgive : and plenteous in 


mercy unto all them that call upon thee*. But then 


thy being merciful hinders thee not from being 7uft 
to ſuch as deſpiſe thy forgiveneis, and neglect to 
call upon thee. For as thy mercy is everlaſting, ſo 
thy truth endureth to all generations b. 

Wherefore, ſays Gop, by the mouth of his pro- 
phet Iſaiabe, do not deceive yourſelves, O mortals ; 


nor think to elude the erernal rigour of my ever- 


laſting juſtice, by truſting to my mercy in the 
midſt of your wickedneſs. I am merciful : but 


am equally juſt. And here is no Gop elſe beſide me, 


a juft Gop and a Saviour. There is no Gop who is 
a Saviour only, and not at the ſame time a juſt GOD. 
For ſuch a Being cou'd not be Gop. They, who 


vainly imagin ſo, are 4 people of no underſtanding : 

that is, a people whoſe underſtanding is corrupted 
by a perverſity of heart. And © zherefore, ſays the 
ſame Prophet, he that made them will have no mercy 
on them, and he that form'd them will ſhew them no 
favour. If then Gop will ſhew no mercy, no favour 


to the impenitent wicked, is it not plain that they 


mult be eternally wretched * But that no ways Proves 
him to be abſolutely unmerciful. No, enough it 
is for his mercy, that, while they were fit objects of 
it, he ſhew'd it to them, by being, as the Prophet 
Nabum tells us, © as flow to anger as he was great in 
power, The greatneſs of his power was ſuch, that 
he might have juſtly puniſh'd the wicked, and 
doom'd them to feel the eternal rigour of his 


juſtice eier they compleated their crimes, and that 
without injury to his mercy. How gracious then 
muſt he be to wait ſo long for their repentance, and 


how great does not his mercy Appear in the fowneſs 
2 Pfalm lxxxvi. 8; v Pfal. c. 5. Chap. xlv. 21. 


4 Chap. xxvii. 11. Chap. i. 3. 
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of his anger! And ought not his juſtice then to 
ſhine as great in an eternal inflexibility towards thoſe 
wretches, whom no patience could gain, and no 
threats could deter from their inflexible obſtinacy 
in offending him ? . 
Yes, ſurely, ſays the Prophet Feremiab, the ſin 
of theſe impenitent ſinners is written with a pen of 
iron, and with the point of a diamond; and why, but 
that it may never be effaced ? Nay, Gop poſitive- 
ly ſays by the mouth of this ſame holy writer in the 
ſame place, that it never ſhall be effaced. Ye have 
ndled a fire in my anger, which ſhall burn for-ever. 
And how could this he, unleſs ſinners, who are the 
fuel of the fire kindled in Gop's anger, ſhould for- - 
ever burn in it, without conſuming ? 
This is undoubtedly that wnquenchable, everlaſting 
Ire which Gop lo often ſpeaks of by the mouth of 
his Divine Son, who has left us ſuch repeated afſur. 
ances of the eternity of puniſhments reſerved for the 
wicked, as render the disbelief of it abſolutely inex- 
cuſable. In the third chapter of St. Matthew b, 
ſpeaking parabolically of the ed, he tells us, 
that every tree which bringeth not good fruit is hewn 
down, and caſt into the fire, And two verles lower, 
comparing their puniſbments with the rewards of the 
ood, he declares them to be EVERLASTING ; © He 
will gather his wheat into the garner, but he will burn up 
the chaff with UNQUENCHABLE fire. The very ſame 
phraſe is literally repeated by St. Luke%. And to 
ſhew how much more dreadful that fire 1s, from the: 
conſideration of eternity, than any mere temporal 
ſmart, he compares it with ſome of the moſt acute 
pains human nature can be ſubjected to in this life, 
as may be ſeen in the eighteenth of St. Mather e, 
but more fully in St. Mark * ; If thy hand offend thee, 
cut it off + it is better for thee to enter into life maimed, 


* Chas. 3v2. Ve. 10. , OR Ver. 17 
* Ver. 8, 9. Ch. ix, from ver. 43 t0 49. 


than 


(30 ) 
thas having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that 


NEVER SHALL BE QUENCHED: - where their worm 


DIETH NOT and the fire 18 NOT QUENCHED, And 


F th foot offend thee, cut it off : it is better for thee to 
enter halt into life, than having two feet to be caſt into 
bell, into the fire that NEVER SHALL BE QUENCH- 
ED: where their 3 DIETH NOT, and the fire 18 
NOT QUENCHED. Aud if thine eye offend thee, pluck it 
aut it is better for thee io enter into the kingdom of Gon 

with one eye, than having two eyes to be caſt into hell. 

fre: where their worm DIETH Nor, and the fire 1s 


NOT QUENCHED. For every one ſhall be SALTED 
WITH FIRE, The repetitions of the wnquench*d 


angquenchable fire, and of the worm which dies not, 


are plain indications of the eternity of thoſe puniſh- 
ments : a conſideration which muſt make the cut- 
ing off a limb, or plucking out an eye, or any other 
of the acuteſt pains of this life, fall infinitely ſhort of 
thoſe which the reprobate hereafter ſhall endure in 
that wnquenchable fire; which, as our Saviour meta- 
phorically expreſſes it, inſtead of conſuming them, 
and putting thus an end to their miſery, ſhall for- 
ever preſerve them to feel it's rigour, as falt is to 
meat a preſervative from corruption or decay. 
In the third of St. Mark a, the ſame Divine Ora- 


cle aſſures us, that He that ſhall blaſpheme againſt the 


| Holy Ghoſt hath never forgiveneſs, but is in danger of 
ETERNAL DAMNATION, If he hath N 


neſs, how ſhall he ever be happy with Gop ? Or 


how ſhall an immortalized being ever be happy 


with Gop, and yet not be far-ever miſerable with- 
out him? If the unmerciful pleaders for unjuſt mer- 
cy ſhould anſwer, that he, who is only in danger of 
eternal damnation, cannot be actually in it, and there- 


fore as the greateſt of crimes 1s threaten'd only with 


the danger, the reality cannot be any one's lot; let 
me beg leave to reply, that, if there is a danger of 


| Ver. 29. DE 
| eie 


. mms — 
2 4 g r 


(ar) 

elernal damnation, there muſt alſo Be an n Am- 
nation in fact, ſince it is impoſlible to be in N 
| of what will never be. 

In the Goſpel of St. Lulea, our Saviour makes 
Abraham tell the rich man in hell, between us and yon 
there is à great gulf fixed, ſo that they which would paſs 
hence to you, cannot; neither can they paſs to us who 
would come from thence. If the wicked then never - 
can paſs the gulph fd between them and the 

nor receive any conſoling viſits from them, 
muſt they not remain eternally in their miſery; ſpite 
of all their vain efforts and wiſhes? Again, 
In the thirteenth of St. Matthew® Chriſt expreſly 
compares the wicked to the bad fiſh, which, after the 
good are put up into veſſels, are thrown away. So 
adds he ---- the” angels ſhall ſever the wicked ; that is, 
throw them away like bad ib, not laid aſide to be 
made uſe of after, but thrown away for-cver. This 
is the plain ſenſe of the text, as will appear from 
the words at length: 'The kingdoms of heaven is lite 
unto a net that was caſt into the ſea, and gathered of 
every kind, which, rohen it was full, they drew 10 ſhove, 
and ſat down; and gathered the good into veſſels, bit caſt 
the bad away; ſo ſhall it be at the end of the world: the 
angels ſhall come forth, and ſever the wicked from among 
the juſt, and ſhall caſt them into the furnace of fire 3 where | 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 

Agreeable to this are the words of St. Paul e, 
| To you who are troubled reſt with us, when the Lord 
Jesus foal be revealed from heaven, with his mighty 
angels, in flamin 77 fire, taking vengeance on them that know ' 
not Gop, and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Ix Sus 
CnRIST, who ſhall be puniſhed with EVERLASTING 
DESTRUCTION FROM THE PRESENCE OF THE 
Loxp, and from the glory of his power. 


* Ch. xvi, 26, From ver. 47 to 50. 2 Theſſ. 1. from 
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In St. John , - Chriſt not only confirms this, but 
tells us, that the time of this vengeance is nigh at 
hand, and that none of the wicked ſhall eſcape it 3 
The hour is coming, ſays he, in the which all that are 
in tbe graves ſball bear his voice, and ſhall come forth, 
they that bave done good unto the reſurrection of life; 
and — that have done evil unto the reſurrection of dam- 
nation. Now, muſt it not be own*d that both good 
and "Jad riſe alike to immortality ? Or, can it be 
denied, that the reſurrection of the Good is to eternal 
Ble? This the declaimers againſt the Eternity of 
Hell-Torments do not pretend to: Why then ſhall 
not the reſurrettion- of the bad be to eternal damna- 
= Rc ?. How-elſe is rhis the laſt Judgment? 
| Baut our bleſſed Saviour, to put this matter paſt 
all diſpute, has given us, in St. Matthew b, the very 
* ſentences which ſhall be pronounced on the Good 
| and the bad : Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on his 
| right band, CoME, YE BLESSED OF MY FATHER, 
| „ INHERIT THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU. 
K FROM THE FOUNDATION. OF THE. WORLD... 
5 © Then ſhall be ſay alſo unto them on the left hand; D- 
PART FROM ME; YE. CURSED, INTO EVERLAST- 
ING n FOR THE DEVIL AND 
HIS ANGELS. Aud theſe ſhall go into EVERLASTING 
Puniſhment, but the righteous into life ETERNAL. 
Whence appears, that the puniſhments reſerved for 
the wicked, will have the very fame duration as the 
rewards prepared for the Good, which moſt of our 
adverſaries themſelves own to be eternal i in e ſtrict- 
eſt ſenſe of the word. 
Farther, St. Jude a puts the reprobate. upon the 
fame footing, after the general judgment, with the 
DEVILS: And the angels which kept not their firft eſtate, 
1 but left their own habitation, he hath reſerved in x VR R- 
=. LASTING Chains under darkneſs, unto the Judgment of 
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the great day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
cities about them, in like manner, giving themſelves over 
to fornication, and going after ſtrange fleſh, are ſet forth for 
na example, ſuffering the vengeance of ETERNAL fire. 
Now the excluſion of the devils from the firſt ſtate 
muſt be eternal; mankind having been created to 
fill their vacant ſeats. As therefore, in the day of 
judgment, thoſe vacant ſeats will be completely fill- 
ed, where ſhall theſe fallen angels find room to 
hope for admittance ? And, if the devils are to ſuf- 
fer eternally, how ſhall thoſe wretches, who are up- 
on the ſame footing, eſcape the like fate? It is for 
this reaſon St. Peter a calls them wells without water, 
clouds that are carried with a tempeſt, to whom the miſt 
of darkneſs is reſerved FOR-EVER. And St. Jude b; 
Wandering ſtars, to whom is reſerved the blackneſs of 
darkneſs FOR-EVER. | 
So expreſs are the holy Scriptures, both Old and 
New! Nothing then but vwilful obſtinacy and infi- 
delity can make thoſe who admit their authority, 
call the Eternity of Hell-Torments in queſtion. I might 
quote innumerable other texts as plain as theſe I 
have alledged ; but I think theſe more than ſuffici- 
ent to prove this doctrin irrefragable. However, 
I ſhall add one more from the Revelations of Sr. 
Johne, who, after ſpeaking of the temporal judg- 
ment of Gop on the wicked, adds, and the devil 
that deceived them, was caſt into the lake of fire and 
brimſtone, where the beaſt and the falſe prophet are, and 
SHALL BE TORMENTED day and night FOR-EVER 
AND EVER. Where it is very remarkable, that 
the Apoſtle makes uſe of the very fame emphatic 
words for-ever and ever, to expreſs the duration of 
the puniſhments of thoſe unhappy Beings, as he after- 
wards applies to expreſs the duration of the felicity 
prepared for the Bleſſed, of whom, he ſays, that 
they ſhall reign FOR-EVER AND EVER. From all 
| 2 Chap. xi. ver. 17. 2 ver. 13. © Ch. xx. 10. 
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which it is ſelf-evident, that as the Reſt rreFion of the 
Good which our Saviour ſpeaks of in the Goſpel of 


this ſacred writer above-quoted, is a Reſurrection to 


Life eternal, fo ſhall the reſurrection of the wicked be 
a reſurrection to eternal damnation. 

And however it may ſeem ſevere to ſuch as 
are but little diſpoſed to avoid the conſequence 
of this ſentence, our Saviour fully clears his mercy 
in the ſequel of this chapter; I can of my conſelf do 
nothing, ſays he; as I hear I judge: and my judgment 
is juſt. That is, as Gop, I cannot do any thing 
unmerciful or unjuſt. The ſentence I paſs muſt be 
according to what I hear. In rewarding the Good 
with eternal Life, my judgment 73 juſt; and in puniſhing 


the wicked with eternal damnation, my judgment is ſtill 
Juſt ; and to me belengeth mercy in both; FOR 1 — to 


every man according to his Wore, 
May I not then conclude this part of my dig 
courſe with St. Paul, in the third to the Romans, 
Therefore thou art inexcuſable, O man, wheſoever thou 
art that judęeſt; for wherein thou judgeſt Gop, thou 
condemneſi thyſelf. And thinkeft thou this, O man, that 
thou ſhalt eſcape the judgment of Gor ! Or deſpiſeſt thou 
the riches of his gooaneſs and fortearance, and long-ſuffering, 


not knowing that the goodneſs of GOD Teadeth thee 10 re- 
pentance ? But after thy hardneſs and impenitent heart, 


treaſureſt up unto thyſelf wrath unto the day, of wrath, 


and revelation of the righteous judgment of Gop, who 


will render to every man according to his deeds. 

Thus far, Chriſtians, I have given you ſufficient 
evidence, I hope, from the Prophets, Apoſtles, 
and Chriſt himſelf, to reconcile the juſtice and mer- 


cy of Gop in inflicting eternal Torments on the 


wicked ; which I have not only taken in the ſenſe 
they are underſtood in by the fathers of all ages, 
but according to the natural import of the words. 


But what can ſcripture avail to convince men, who 


are . N to glve up the very ſcriptures, 
and 


* 
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and Chriſt himſelf, rather than believe thoſe Tor- 
ments to be eternal, which they are but too con- 
ſcious of having incurr'd? Let us then proceed to 
the next point, and, 


II. Shew the conformity of this Dodrin with 
Right Reaſon, from the nature of the If 
nite Offended, and of the finite Offender. 


The ſoul of man, in this mortal ſtate, is ſo mi- 
ſerably immerſed in matter, fleſh, and body, that 
it is almoſt incapable of conceiving any thought 
but what is, in ſome meaſure, more or leſs carnal, 
and partaking of matter. Hence it is, with the 
utmoſt difficulty, that the mind ſoars to any ideas, 
the leaſt abſtracted from matter, or from what is. 
analagous to, and bears a proportion with matter 

and fleſn. Nevertheleſs, we can never be able to 
form any notions worthy the Divine Being, without 
abſtracting and purifying them from all matter and 
from all compariſon with what is created. To our 
weakneſs, in this particular, may be attributed all 
the groſs and miſtaken 1deas we form of Gop and 
his Divine Attributes. And this is the rock on 
which have ſplitten thoſe groſly miſtaken men, who, 
to prove Gop mercitul in the ſenſe they would have 
him ſo, attempt nothing leſs than to make him un- 
Juſt. Unable to foar to the comprehenſion of what 
he is, they would fain lower him to what they are. 

Men are ſometimes juſt, but then their juſtice 
is rigour, ſeverity, and tainted with cruelty ; they 
are at other times merciful too, but then their mer- 
cy is fellow-feeling, ſoftneſs, and conſcious weak- 
neſs. The one flows from a mixture of fear and 
ſelf- preſervation; the other from a mixture of fear, 
and of love of caſe : They do juſtice not to be op- 
preſt by the injuſtice they fear; and they ſhew mer- 


cy thro? fear of incurring the miſery they ſee be- 
bs, 2 | fore 
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fore them, and are conſcious of being liable to, 


from the uneaſineſs they feel at the ſight of it. 
In ſhort, their juſtice is the ſtrut of fancied ſtrength, 
and their mercy the abortion of real weakneſs. 
They are never merciful and juſt together; for as 
their juſtice and mercy flow from different princi- 
ples, when they are merciful, it is by relaxing from 
the ſtrictneſs of juſtice ; and when they are ſtrictly 
juſt, it is by ſtifling the yearnings of mercy. Tis 
by this rule the declaimers againſt the eternal pu- 


niſnments of the wicked, pretend to meaſure ju- 


ſtice and mercy of Gop. They have no other ideas 
of either than the unworthy ones they form from 


a vile compariſon of them with their own. For 


want of giving themſelves the trouble to ſoar above 
their corrupt imaginations, they have no other 
epithets to give the Divine Juſtice than ſevere, re- 
vengeful, dire, cruel, Sc. and no other terms to 
expreſs his Mercy by, than pity and compaſſion : 
As if Gop could not be juſt without being cruel, 
or taking a. pleaſure in puniſhing us, and could not 


be merciful without compaſſioning or feeling, and 


ſharing with us in our miſeries. What an unwor- 
thy idea for creatures to entertain of the Creator! 
No, Gop is juſt, and he is merciful; but he is 
neither cruel nor compaſſionate in the real meaning 
of thoſe words: He neither is capable of enjoying 
any cruel pleaſure in ſeeing his creatures miſerable, 
nor of feeling the miſeries they endure. His an- 
ger conſiſts not, like ours, in any diſorderly tu- 
mult within him; his wrath is only ſuch an eſſen- 
tial averſion to evil, as requires the removal of the 
evil from his preſence : And his mercy is no ſenſa- 
tion of the ſufferings he relieves, but an abſolute 
communication of his goodneſs in the relief. In a 
word, he is not juſt, thro? the fear of injuſtice, or 


merciful thro* any yieldingneſs of his nature to 


: ſympathiſed miſery; but he is both juſt and merci- 
I” 8 ful, 


42 
ful, becauſe it is conſiſtent with the immutable truth 
of his Divine Nature to be ſo. | 
Hence appears the eſſential difference innen 

the juſtice and mercy of creatures, and the Juſtice 
and Mercy of Gop. Created juſtice and mercy 

roceed from different cauſes, have different ob- 
jects, and purſue different ends; and therefore may 
exiſt ſeparate : But the Juſtice and Mercy of Gop 
iſſue from the ſame immutable truth, have immu- 
table truth for their end, and immutable truth for 
their object, as well in the felicity beſtow'd on the 
Good, as in the miſery inflicted on the wicked; and 
therefore Gop cannot be Juſt without being merct- 
ful, and cannot be merciful without being uſt. 

It is immutably true, that the Good, in virtue of 
Gop's merciful promiſe, deſerve the glory they are 
crown'd with; then it is immutable truth in God 
that makes him merciful and Juſt in beſtowing that 
glory. So it is unalterably true, that the wicked 
claim and merit the puniſhments which Gop in- 
flicts on them, inaſmuch as they refuſe thoſe mer- 
cifully promiſed rewards, and chuſe the puniſh- 
ments which he mercifully threaten'd them with, 
to deter them from wickedneſs; therefore Gop's 
unalterable truth, makes him juſt and merciful in 
giving them the puniſhments they have choſen. 
Nou it is inconſiſtent with this immutable truth, 
that Gon ſhould ever be good, or juſt and mer- 
ciful, only by halves, and not render to every one 
to the full extent of his deſert ; therefore it is im- 
mutably true, that Gop muſt inflict eternal puniſh- 
ments on the reprobate, becauſe their wickedneſs 
deſerves that the puniſhment they have choſen, 
preferably to the rewards they might have choſen, 
ſhould be eternal. 
Every offence is meaſured by the malice of the 

offender, and the greatneſs of the perſon offended. 


An inſult done to an equal is a crime, but becomes 


* 
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an outrage when done to a maſter, adds rebellion 
in a child to his parent, and is high treaſon from a 
ſubject to his ſovereign. It muſt therefore be in- 
* when offer'd to an Infinite Being. However, 
for this to be true, there muſt be malice f in the 
perſon from whom the inſult comes; and to have 
malice he muſt be in poſſeſſion of reaſon and free- 
will in an actual power of choice. Wherefore a 
child, and a chünglng⸗ are incapable of having 
malice þ in the true ſenſe. of the word; becauſe, tho? 
they have a will, they have not reaſon to direct it. 
In like manner, a man who is- perfectly campos is 
incapable of malice in an act he is irreſiſtibly forced 
to; and therefore ſhou'd a man in his ſenſes, fall- 
ing from the top of a houſe, kill his father, or his 
ſovereign, he is not guilty of parricide, or regicide, 
becauſe not in poſſeſſion of choice. But a man 
perfectly poſſeſt of ſenſe and at liberty, cannot 
commit an offence without guilt; becauſe the pol- 
ſeſſion he is in of his reaſon and free-will, prove 
his aſſent to the evil, and therefore argue a malice 
in him proportion'd to the nature of the offence. 
As therefore the wicked muſt be ſuppoſed to be 
intelligent free agents, otherwiſe they cou'd not be 
wicked, they muſt be guilty of an infinite malice 
in the crimes they commit againſt Gop. 

Nor will it avail, to extenuate their malice, to 
fay, that Gop is impaſſible by nature, and there- 
fore incapable of receiving any real injury from the 
crimes of the wicked. It is true that Gop cannot 
be deſtroy*d : but are any attempts to deſtroy him 
leſs criminal for that? Gop 1s ſo eſſentially truth 
and goodneſs, that were he not immutable, falſity 
and wickedneſs muſt deſtroy him? That therefore 
he is not deſtroy'd, there are no thanks due to the 
falſe and the wicked, but to his Divine Immuta- 
bility. Shou'd a man ſquir a ſtone at a glaſs, and 


the glaſs not break; FENG any thanks be be due Wy 
| the 


(39 ) | 
the flinger? He did his utmoſt, the ſtone by 1t's 
nature was ſufficiently oppoſed to the glaſs to ſhat- 
ter it; and that it did not, is not owing to the 
man who ſquirr'd it, but to the reſiſtibility of the 
olaſs. So, if T may be allow'd to compare little 
things with great, the prophane with the ſacred, 
and the finite with the infinite; that Gop cannot 
ſuffer any real injury in his own Divine Perſon, all 
the thanks and glory is due to the Immutability of 
his nature; but the malice of the man, who at- 
tempts to injure or inſult him, is ſtill the ſame; 
and nothing can extenuate the infinite malice of it. 
For tho' a man, as a finite limited being, is inca- 
pable of producing any phyſical effect infinite in 
itſelf; yet all his actions conſider'd as moral, being 
ſpecified by the object they terminate in, every 
offence againſt Gop which deftroys his grace, may 
and muſt aſſume an infinite guilt, becauſe it is an 
inſult to an Infinite Being. 

Now as it appears that Gop js eſſentially juſt, 
he muſt effentially require an infinite ſatisfaction for 
an infinite offence done to him. And this infinite 
ſatisfaction can be given him no other way than by 
the offender himſelf, or by the infinite merits of 
the mediation of Chriſt, Once therefore the 
wicked refuſe that mediation by dying in their fin, 
they have no means of making that infinite ſatiſ- 
faction, but by an infinite puniſhment ſuffer'd in 
their own perſons. And as the finiteneſs of their 
own nature renders them incapable of ſuffering a 
puniſhment infinite in the bulk, that puniſhment muſt 
be infinite in point .of duration, and conſequently. 
eternal, Again, thoſe very puniſhments they ſuffer 
are ſomething created, and therefore cannot be 
infinite in any other ſenſe than the infinity of their 
duration, Thus then it appears upon the whole, 
that if we conſider the nature of the [finite 
Offended, of the finite Offender, and of the /ſati/- 
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fattion due to the Former from the Latter, the Tor- 
ments of the wicked muſt be eternal. 

To reconcile this Infinite Juſtice in Gop with the 
Infinity of his Mercy, it will ſuffice to reflect, that 
the Infinite Mercy of Gop, places before the 
wicked eternal happineſs, or miſery ; gives them 

power, means and aid to chuſe the former; and 
often, even after their chuſing the latter, offers 
them the mediation of his holy ſon for a ſatisfaction 
of the infinite offence they commit in chuſing the 
latter: and is flow in anger, to give them the 
ſufficient time (and more than ſufficient) to accept 
it, If then they reject all this, and prefer an in- 
finity of torments to an eternal felicity, and their own 
future miſerable ſatisfaction for their crimes to the 
faving preſent ſatisfaction of Chriſt ; 1s 1t not mercy 
as well as juſtice in Gop, to reward them with their 
own option? What greater mercy can a merciful 
judge ſhew, than to give a criminal the choice of 
his own ſentence ? Gop therelore is infinitely mer- 
ciful at the ſame time he is inflexibly juſt, in re- 
warding the wicked with thoſe infinite puniſhments 
which they inflexibly chuſe, earn, and prefer to 
infinite felicity. To this, if we add the enhance- 
ment of felicity which the Good receive from the 
_ compariſon of their eternal happineſs, with the 
eternal miſery of theſe wretches, we muſt be loft to 
all grace and ſhame if we do not glorify Gop, and 
acknowledge him to be equally merciful and juſt 
in inflicting eternal Torments on the wicked, con- 
vinced with the royal Pſalmiſt: that unto thee, O 
Lord, belongeth mercy : ro R hon rendereſt to every man 
accordin; 7 to his work, 

Bur ſome men are not to be convinced. Their 
wiſhes, or their fears, ſtand them in the ſtead of 
conviction, every fallacy of their weak  under- 
ſtanding 1s with them a demonſtration, and the 
texts of Scripture hey. leaſt 2 are the 

moſt 


1 
moſt irrefragable authorities they have to build 
upon. However, that they may have no room to 


plead ignorance as an excuſe for their obſtinacy, 


III. I ſhall anſwer the moſt important objec- 

tions which can be offer'd againſt this fun- 

damental point of faith; and conclude the 
whole with ſome moral reflections. 


Let us repreſent Gop to ourſelves, antecedent 
to the creation, deſigning to form intelligent Be- 
ings. What cou'd we preſume concerning the 
| ſtate of ſuch Beings, to be produced, and to iſſue 
from the all- powerful hands of a Creator perfectly 
happy in himſelf, but that they likewiſe ſnou'd be 
made as happy as their finite capacities would ad- 

mit them to be? For what other end cou'd a ſelf- 
ſuffiſing, independent Being, incapable of re- 
celving any addition to his own felicity, have, in 
forming creatures to his own likeneſs, than that of 
making them as happy as they cou'd be ? Thus 
ſet out our modern Sticklers againſt the eternity of 
 Hel-Torments; and thus will I fairly ſtart with 
them, to examin what can be inferr*d from this 
ſuppoſition? Why truly, /ay they, there is no 
place for any thing but benevolence and happineſs. 
The pure and perfect Gop cannot poſſibly do any 
thing but what is ſo. True, and what then? Is 
not juſtice and puniſhment, when due, equally 
good with benevolence and happineſs, where 
merited? The pure and perfect Gop then is 
equally good in puniſhing with juſtice, as 1n re- 
warding with mercy. LO 

To return then to the creation.----If we ſuppoſe, 
as indeed we ought, that Gop from all Eternity 
decree'd the creation of intelligent Beings, to enjoy 
eternal happineſs in as ample a manner as their 


nature wou'd admit of ; we muſt ſuppoſe that he 
| | decreed 
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decree'd them to be perfectly free; fff, becauſe 
nothing can be perfectly happy without perfect 
liberty; and, ſecondly, becauſe without perfect 
liberty they cou'd not have purchaſed that eternal 
happineſs, nor poſſeft it in their own right; a 
condition without which their happineſs wou'd have 
been but half-happineſs, ſince no felicity we hold 
as a mere unmerited gift, is equal to that which 
we poſſeſs in ſome . in our right. In con- 
ſequence then of Gop's deſigning his intelligent 
creatures to be as happy as they cou'd be, it was 
neceſſary he ſhou'd decree them to be created in 
ſuch a ſtate as might enable them to poſſeſs their 
happineſs in their own right, by purchaſing it. 
| Now mankind being but creatures at the beſt, and 
of finite capacities, cou*d not poſſibly be in a ſtate 
of purchaſing infinite felicity in the moſt perfect 
manner, but by Gop's laying them under reſtric- 
fions, and promiſing them that felicity as a reward 
for complying with them. And if the promiſe of 
rewarding their compliance with infinite felicity, 
cou'd be any inducement to them to obey. him, 
the threat of puniſhing their diſobedience with in- 
finite nuſery muſt- add a farther inducement to 
their compliance. This neceſſarily implies, that 
men muſt be created free-agents, and abſolutely 
able and provided with means to obey, or diſobey, 
the commands Gop laid upon them. For what- 
ever is not perfectly free and able to act, or not 
act, cannot merit reward, or puniſhment, for obey- 
ing, or diſobeying. To prove then that the de- 

_cree of eternal puniſhments is no ways derogatory 
trom, but, on the contrary, an ineffable effect of 
God's infinite goodneſs, it will be fufficient to re- 
flect, that Gop created man to be eternally happy 
in his own right, and to avoid eternal miſery, if 
he fo pleaſes, and created him in a ſtate, and with 
means, ſuited to that purpoſe. POE 
| | But 
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But why did not Gop create man incapable of 
diſobeying him, and conſequently deſerving eternal 
8 ? Wou'd not that have been more con- 
ſiſtent. with infinite bounty and benevolence ? I 
anſwer, no, for the reaſon. above aſſign'd. Man 
cou'd not be compleatly happy, without being ſo, 
In ſome meaſure, by his own right, in virtue of 
Gop's promiſe : he could not merit happineſs, in 
virtue of that promiſe, in ſo compleat a manner as 
he now can, without a free-will to obey, or diſobey, 
God's commands; and therefore it was more con- 
ſiſtent with God's infinite goodneſs and benevo- 
tence to, create him free to good and evil. For 
tho? the liberty, eſſential to abſolute merit, be 
merely that of a#ing, or not acting, and not that 
of doing good, or evil; yet the conſideration of 
liberty to do good, or evil, muſt greatly enhance the 
merit of ſach mere men as, being free to both, 
reject the latter, and make choice of the former, in 
obedience to the grace given by Gop to direct 
them in their choice. Notwithſtanding which, Chriſt 
moſt perfectly merited, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, tho? 
he could not ſin. For in the inſtant of his Incar- 


nation he was eſtabliſh'd in ſanctity by that Divine 


Hypoftafis under which both his Natures. ſubſiſted. 
And as his Divine Nature, thus divinely ſubſiſted, 
was eternally and natur entitled to that im- 
menſe Self- happineſs which, from all eternity, it 
enjoys; ſo his Human Nature, from the inſtant of 
his Incarnation, in virtue of that hypoſtatical 
union, became eminently entitled to poſſeſs in the 
moſt perfect manner poſlible, by poſſeſſing, in it's 
own right, the fulneſs of bliſs it now enjoys to all 
eternity. And therefore a liberty to evil was ſo 
far from being requiſite in Chriſt to merit, that it 
could not even have enhanced his merit, or, in 
the leaſt, added to the eminent right he had to 
glory. Nay, ſuch a 1 7 was incompatible "_ 
& is 
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his Nature, conſider'd in it's hypoſtatical circum- 
ſtance : for thus conſider'd, his Will and the Divine 
Will were in an unalterable conformity; and there- 
fore tho* Chriſt had the liberty of not acting, if he 
had fo pleaſed, what he poſitively did act; yet if 
he had choſen not to act, his not acting wou'd have 
been equally from a principle of goodneſs, becauſe 
it wou'd have proceeded from the conformity of 
his Human Wil to that of his Divinity; but, with 
regard to mere man, the caſe is quite different. 
There is not that intimate conformity between his 
and Gop's will; and tho* conſider'd abſtractedly 
he might abſolutely merit without a liberty of con- 
trariety, as the divines call it, at is, without being 
free to good, or evil; the liberty of contradiction, 
that is, the liberty to a, or not af, being alone 
eſſential to merit in itſelf, Nevertheleſs, if we con- 
ſider man under the preſent diſpenſation, and ſub- 
ject to the poſitive law of Gop, it was abſolutely 
neceſſary for him to merit, that he ſhou'd have a 
Aberty of contrariety, or a liberty to good or evil; 
not becauſe this condition is eſſential to liberty in 
ilſelf, but becauſe a creature, ſubject to Gop's poſitive 
law, when bid to ac, cou'd not abſtain from acting, 
without Viſobeying the command of Gov, and 
conſequently doing evil; and therefore cou'd not 
be free to 4, or not ad, without a concomitant 
liberty to obey, or diſobey, that is, without being 
free at the ſame time to good or evil. i 
Neither does this liberty imply any eſſential 
weakneſs and frailty in which men were created, 
No: Gon created them ſtrong and upright, placed 
eternal life and eternal death before them; and that 
they might enjoy the former in their own right 
by virtue of his promiſe, he enter*d into a covenant 
with them, gave them a free-will to fulfil or 
break their part of the covenant; and to attract 
them to the choice of the former, he gave them 
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A ſufficient. portion of grace 'to determin their 
Free- will. It was then the perfection of infinite 
merey in Gop, when he decree'd the creation of 
a free- agent, to decree, from the ſame - eternal 


period, a ſufficient portion of grace and means to 


guide him to an advantageous choice of the ample 
happineſs he was deſign'd for, and as a double in- 
ducement to him to make uſe of that grace, and 


thoſe means, to decree an eternity of bliſs to the 


proper application of them, and an eternity of 
torments to his abuſe of them. And if mankind, 
in defiance of that mercy, will neither be enticed 


to eternal happineſs by eternal promiſes, nor de- 


terr'd from eternal miſery by eternal threats; muſt 
Gop therefore be deem'd leſs merciful for N 


— 


Ferigunced all mercy cg by clan per- 
fiſting in offences which eternal truth has NPE 
with eternal reprobation | en 

Fes, truly, if we believe the declainiess againſt 
Gov' s eternal juſtice. For, ſay they, the eternity of 
4 Hell- Torments deſtroys itſelf by it's own ſtrength, 

gives the lye to the voice of univerſal nature, of 


& conſcience, and even common-ſenſe : all which 
4 unanimouſly; conſpire to bear witneſs to the in- 
finite goodneſs of Gor,” But this is engaging 


with a Phantom : where is the wretch that denies 
the infinite goodneſs of Gop ? Or how does that 


infinite goodneſs contradict the erernity of Hell- 


Torments # ? Why truly, ſay they, boundleſs benig- 


« nity, as that of Gop is, can never ceaſe to do 


* good to every creature, as far as it is capable of 
receiving it.“ Very good: who denies all this, 
But muſt the ſweet effects of his goodneſs . — 
extend to thoſe wretches who are incapable of re- 
ceiving it? Has it not already been clearly proved, 


that the inflexibly wicked * voluntarily put 
themlelves 


N 
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themſelves out of the reach of mexcy, by prefer. 
ing the cternal threats of eternal, F to [rhe 
repeated opportunities and offers of infinite 

ness? And mult the infinite juſtice of Gop, which 
requires an eternal ſatisfaction for an infinite offence, 
never take place, but always ſubmit to the infinite 
malice of an offender, who dares his juſtice, and 
contemns his mercy? Shocking illufion ! 

ut how then can the Divine Goodneſs be vin- 

« dicated, in many inſtances, which are of. a Dar 

< ture undeniably evil, and which we, to our own 
« fad misfortune feet ; particularly, his ſuffering man 
& to fall into that diretul condition, into which he 
4 pxec ipitated ſoon after his creation? This our 
adyerfaries themſelves anfwer, by refunding all in 
the unſearchable goodneſs of Gon, This matter, 
they allow, may be placed in a, light, where is 
will be eaſy to ſee, that Alam, freely deviating from 
the felicity he was placed in, could not but fall in- 
to a and that, having done ſo, it was but right, 
man's condition ſhould have a tincture of the choice 
he had made: And ſo that what we call juſtice, 
and: they call ſeverity, is but the 1 effect of 
the bad diſpoſition he has more os leſs freely con- 
tracted. This iſſue, ſay they, could not be prevented, 
without inverting, the order of thin Chas 75, as 
they muſt mean, man's free-wil) which is inconfiſtent 
with the Divine Goodneſs, and might poſſibly have 
been a greater difadvantage to. mankind, than any 
thing they have now to complain, of. 

Our adverſaries will, by no means, have it conſiſtent 
with the Divine Goodneſs to invert the order of 
things, as far as it may relate to man's free-will; 
becauſe they are parties concern'd in it chemſelves, 
and are ſenſible What a miſerable ſtate they muſt 
be in, was that order inverted, and man dveſted 
of liberty to good and. evil. But, becauſe they are 
loth to ſubmit to the ill eee of their abul-. 


ing 
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ling and miſapplying that free-will, they wou'd fain 
have Gop give up the infinite fatisfation due to 
him for infinite offences, however inconſiſtent it be 
for his Divine Goodneſs, to invert the order of his 
juſtice and truth. Such are the groſs inconſiſtencies 
attending on error and ignorance ! 
However, to remove this abſurdity out of ſight, 
they think it ſufficient to ſay, that What the 
Divine Goodneſs never fails in is, the ſetting all 
<< engines to work for repairing the damage man 
has done himſelf.” This is ſtrictly true; and fo 
true that he ſpared not his only-begotten Son, but ſa- 
crificed him to the fame ineffable purpoſe. Yet, as 
this was done without inverting the order of things, 
and conſequently, without the leaſt infringement 
upon man's free-will, man is ſtill left at liberty 
to make uſe of, or to reje& thoſe means of repa- 
ration as he pleaſes; and, in conſequence of that 
liberty, may either merit, by grace, the good ef- 
fects of that reparation, or muſt incur the eternal 
uniſhments due to his obſtinacy in reſiſting thoſe 
engines which Gop ſet to work for that reparation : 
and it is inconſiſtent with the order of Gop's good- 
neſs and juſtice, not to reward or puniſh him ac- 
cordingly, for the one or the other. 

But, according to theſe falſe reaſoners, the repa- 
ration, which the Divine Goodneſs does, and muſt 
ſet all engines to work for, is nothing leſs than a general 
reſtoration of all mankind, So that, according to 
them, man muſt be abſolutely free to ſerve or ſight 
his Maker; and the Almighty Maker, in virtue of 
his promiſe, muſt be (as he is eternal Truth) under 
an abſolute obligation of rewarding the Good with 
eternal rewards. for his ſervice, and (tho? he is infi- 
nite Truth) muſt be abſolutely bound to make it up 
with the wicked, by a general reſtoration, not- 
withſtanding their having wilfully and obſtinately 


offended him, in ſpite of his threatning them with | 
TE eternal 
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eternal Torments. Is there any conſiſtency in this? 
Is there either religion, equity, or even common- 
ſenſe in it ? Is not this pulling Gop from his throne 
to raiſe man, wretched man, to a more abſolute 
ſtate of freedom than his Maker ? Man muſt be 
infinitely rewarded for finite, uſeleſs ſervices: Gop 
mult not be infinitely fatisfied for infinite inſults. 
Oh, how true is it, that the tender mercies of the 
wicked are cruel | 9 | 
Yet the fticklers againſt Divine Juſtice are not 
contented with ſtopping here: One abyſs calls-0n ano- 
ther; and they have no other refuge from the for- 
mer abſurdity, than by running into a worſe. 
They pretend to vindicate this ſelf- contradicting 
doctrin, by recurring to [the purpoſe of the Creator 
to render all men happy. This intention of the Almighty, 
ſay they, it is certain, muſt ſome time take place; and 
fence it obviouſly does not in this life, it evidently follows, 
that it's accompliſhment is reſerved for that to come. I 
might anſwer this objection, with obſerving, that 
the wicked are generally happy in this life ; they 
have their reward, as our Saviour ſays; and as their 
wickedneſs intitles them to no farther reward, they 
have no room to expect any happineſs in the next 
life. But let us ſee to what length they carry their 
abſurdity. * Truly, they ſay, Man being miſerable 
from his very birth, and even in the womb of his mo- 
ber, goodneſs,, or indeed juſtice, requires that the hap- 
pineſs be was made to enjoy, ſhould infallably be ſome time 
his portion. Nay, we may even preſume, that boundleſs 
goodneſs will make their tranſient ſtate of evil, an en- 
» bancement of their final good : ſo that by the experience of 
pain, they will be ſuſceptible of more exquiſite pleaſure 
than they cou'd have been without taſting of it. Such 
are the prepoſterous lengths to which error leads a 
man, who is weak enough to. be hood-wink*d by 
it! If this were the caſe, who would not chuſe to 
be wicked ? For, does not this ſyſtem place the 
LY | . 
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wicked upon a much better footing than the moſt 
faithful of Gop's good ſervants ? The wicked are 
to engroſs all the pleaſure and proſperity in this life, 
as it is undeniable matter of fact that they generally 
do; they may rebel againſt the laws of Gop, and 
their reward is to be certain tran/ient Torments, 
which ſhall enhance their eternal felicity ; while, 
on the contrary, the Good are to ſuffer all man- 
ner of ills in this life, and when they have faith- 
fully obey'd the will of Gop, they are to be pu- 
niſh'd with a degree of happineſs, inferior to that 
of the wicked, for want of 1t's being inhanced by 
the like Torments, to thoſe which the wicked tran- 
ſiently ſuffer'd. I call the tranſient Torments of 
the wicked a reward: for, in ſuch caſe, they wou'd- 
be ſo, inaſmuch as they wou'd be the means of en- 
hancement of eternal felicity ; as the felicity of the 
Good cou'd not but be a puniſhment, when com- 
7 5 to the greater felicity they had unjuſtly loſt. 
lay unjuſtiy; for ſure the eternal felicity of the Good 
ought rather to receive an enhancement than that 
of the wicked. Hence, I hope, it appears ſufficient- 
ly, what a motley attribute our adverſaries endea- 
vour to make the Divine Goodneſs, by excluding 
from it the eſſential conſiderations of his juſtice and 
truth. How abſurd then muſt this notion of Gop's 
goodneſs appear, and how oppoſite to that of Da- 
vid, when he cry'd out; Unto thee, O Lord, belong- 
eth mercy ; FOR thou render ſt to every man according to 
bis work. F 1 
But, to anſwer this objection more directly, let 
us recall their own principles. The purpoſe of the 
Creator, to render all men happy, cou'd not tend 7o 
invert the order of things, that being, OY 
their own ſyſtem, inconſſſtent with Divine Gooaneſs 
As therefore this purpoſe of Gop no ways infringes 
upon man's free-will, man could not be made hap- ' 
py without willing to 8 ſo. Gop's purpoſe "wy 
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fore of making all men happy by their free-will, 
leaves them perfectly free to be happy if they will, 
but cannot force them to be fo, without inverting 
the order of things. And therefore Gop's purpoſe 
of making free-agents happy, is no ways fruſtrated 
by ſome Tree-agents never being happy; becauſe 
it was equally his purpoſe that they ſhould be free 
to be happy or miſerable, as they pleaſed : So that 
his intention always takes place in this world as 
well as in the next, inaſmuch as he intended, that 
if they perſevered in willing to be happy, they 
fhould be ſo eternally ; and if they inflexibly will'd 

to be miſerable, they ſhou*d eternally be fo. 
But to extricate themſelves from this invincible 
chain of truths, they ask, Would it not be wortbier 
of Immenſe Goodneſs, to exempt man from all manner of 
puniſhment after this life, fince he was form'd for bliſs ? 
Here they attempt to anfwer themſelves. Al the 
perplexity of this argument, fay they, ariſes from the 
narrowneſs of our own underſtandings. Tt amounts to 
this; Why did Gop make man a free-agent ? for a con- 
ned liberty, is no liberty. And may not this anſwer be 
retorted on themfelves? Wou'd it not be worthier 
of Immenſe Goodneſs, not to fuffer man to be eter- 
nally miſerable, who was form'd for eternal 'blits ? 


Na, it wou'd not. Why did Gop make man a 


free- agent, but that he might be compleatly happy 
to all Eternity, by meriting ſo to be? And to do 
this, muſt he not be free to do works worthy eter- 
zal life? But how cou'd he be free to do the good 
commanded, without being free to deviate from it, 
and fo do evil; for à confined liberty is no liberty? And 
is not the conſequenee plain, that, if man making 
ufe of his free-will to obey the will of Gop. merits, 
in virtue of this Divine Promiſe, eternal felicity, he 
ſhould, in like manner, deſerve eternal miſery, in 
irtue of this Divine Threat, when he wilfully per- 


ſiſts in diſebeying him? | 
5 1 But 
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But the ſticklers againſt the £Ezernity of Hell- 
Torments, think to elude the ftrength of theſe 
_ truths by quibbling about the terms thoſe- threats 
are expreſs'd in. The terms NEVER, EVER, EVER- 
LASTING, ETERNAL, ſay they, are plainly equi vo- 

cal, of various figmfications, and frequently denote no more 
than a very long or indeterminate duration. This is ve- 
ry true: but what then? V there is no neceſſity 
therefore, ſay theſe wiſe reaſoners, from their ge- 
num import, to take them in-a rigid and unlimited accep- 
tation, in thoſe places where they are made uſe of to fi- 
gure out the puniſhments of the wicked. Let us then 
ſee what appearance of reaſon there is for ſo volun- 
tary and bold an aſſertion. In the fr place then, 
Janſwer, that the doctrin of the Eternity of Hell-Tor- 
ments, is not merely built upon theſe and the like 
terms in Holy Writ, but on the neceſſary connection 
of juſtice and truth, with mercy in Gop; on the 
inſinity of his nature, of man's malice, of the ſatiſ- 
faction due to the former from the latter; and on 
the inſufficiency of man to pay that infinite ſatis- 
faction by any other means after death, than b 
the infinite duration of that ſatisfaction; all which 
demonſtrably prove the neceſſity of Hell-Torments 
being eternal. Wherefore, whether thoſe terms be 
equivocal or univocal; whether they had been 
in Holy Writ or not; it would ſtill be unalterabl) 
true, that the infinite malice of the wicked again 
an Infinite Being, muſt be atoned for by a ſatisfac- 
tion infinite in point of duration, when the finite na- 
ture of the offender would not admit of a ſatisfacti- 
on infinite in the bulk, which is the caſe of the 
wicked after death 5 
In the next place, tho', where the ſacred ſcripture 
| ſpeaks of things in their nature temporal, and of 
tranſactions of this life, the terms NEVER, EVER, 
EVERLASTING, ETERNAL, and the like, are, and 
muſt be taken in a leſs rigorous ſenſe than the na- 
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"tural. import of chem implies, and can mean no 
more than @ very long or indeterminate duration; be- 
cauſe Eternity cannot be brought within the com- 
is of time. Yet, with regard to the future pu- 
niſhments of the wicked, they can be taken in no 
other than the rigorous and natural ſenſe of them: 
For this reaſon, the chief torments of the wicked 
will not begin till the end of the world, when their 
ies and ſouls ſhall be united, to partake the re- 
ward they jointly contributed to deſerve. In the 
end of the world, ſays Chriſt, Mat. xiii. The angels 
Shall — ſever the wicked from among the juſt. In the 
day of judgment, THE LAST DAY, when 7ime 
all be no more, Chriſt tells us, Mat. xviii. that he will 
fay to the wicked, Go, ye curſed, into EVERLASTING. 

e. What other ſenſe then can everlaſting be here ta- 
ken in than the rigorous and natural one. Can ever- 
laſting mean no more than a very long and indeter- 
minate duration, when ſpoken at a period when 
time is at an end and at the point of being ab- 
ſorb'd in eternity, in the twinkling of an eye ? Beſides, 
is not this confeſſedly the aft Judgment? How 
then can the everlaſting Torments the criminals are 

condemn'd to be revoked by any judgment poſ- 
terior to it? Can the 4 ſentence ſuffer an appeal? 
If ſo; it is the 42% and not the H. An abſurdity 
too great to need any confutation. The hapleſs 
wretches are entering upon the verge of Eternity 
loaded with their ſentence of everlaſting miſery, 
and time, in the inſtant of it's deſtruction; what 
other duration then have they to expect their miſe- 
ties to be meaſured by than that of Eternity ; whi- 
ther can they appeal from the aft ſentence, to be 
| paſt upon them; or how can their everlaſting miſe- 

ry be revoked, without a freſh ſentence, which, af- 
ter the 2 there is no room for?? 

Again, St. John, in the Revelations, chap. xx. 
tells b us, * the devil, the beaſt, and the falſe pro- 
Phet, ſhall be cormented in the lake of fire and 
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brimſtone for- ever and ever; the very ſame expreſſion 
which he makes uſe of in the laſt chapter to expreſs 
the duration of the felicity of the good, they ſhall 
regn for-ever and ever. St. Jobn makes no difference 
between the duration of the feliciiy of the good, 

and the mi@ry of the wicked. The expreſſions 
are equally - ſtrong, nay, the very lame, and can 
be wreſted to no other than the rigorous "and natu- 
ral ſenſe of them. From all which it evidently 
appears, that the abovemention*d terms muſt be taken 
in their rigid and unlimited acceptation in thoſe places, 
where they are made uſe of to figure out the future 
puniſhments of the wicked *. 

But theſe enemies to Divine Juſtice and Truth, 

unwilling barefacedly to deny the invincible evi- 
dence of ſacred Scripture, attempt to wreſt it to 
their own purpole, and pretend to produce many 
texts capable of deſtroying the genuin ſenſe of 
thoſe we have alledged. Firſt, our Saviour Chriſt 
is faid, in the As of the Apoſtles, ch. iii. 21, to come 
to reſtore all things. Then, fay they, a general reſto- 
ration of All, Good and - Wicked, muſt and will be 
brought about. This I have already anſwer'd in 
what I have faid to the allegation of Gop's creating 
all to be happy. For tho* Chriſt came 10 reſtore 
ALL, let it ſtill be remember'd, that he came not 
to invert the order of things, nor, conſequently, 
to deſtroy man's free-will; and, therefore, tho? 

his general deſign and end was the reſtoration of 
all, yet it was to be a reſtoration of free-agents, 
and in courſe muſt include a liberty in thoſe free- 
agents to benefit by his reſtoration or not, And 
thus his intention is no ways fruſtrated by ſuch as 
reject his reſtoration. 

But St. Paul exprefsly ſays, 1 Cor. xv. 22. As in 
Adam ALL die, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall A I. be made 
alive. Therefore, ſay our adverſaries, as it is paſt all 


' ® See the Preface, p. vii, for a farther anſwer to this ob- 
Jefttion. | 
diſpute, 


perſiſt in rej 
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diſpute, that in Adam ALL die, it is no leſs certain, that 
in Chrift ALL ſpall be made alive. But is it not plain, 
from the very words themſelves, that the Apoſtle 
here compares not only the means, but the manner 
of uſing them. How did ALL die in Adam, but 
by the abuſe of free-will? and can aLL be made 
alive in Chriſt in any other manner than by a right 


uſe of that free-will ? The words of St. Paul then 


import no more than that as ALL, by free-will, 
died in Adam, their wills being eminently contain'd 
in his, ſo, even ſo (ſays the Apoſtle) that is, in the 
fame manner, ſhall ALL be made alive in Chrift 
by their free-will. But dare our adverſaries ad- 
vance, that Chriſt came to force men to life againſt 
their will; or dare they ſay that it is conſiſtent 
with his infinite juſtice and truth, or, confequently, 
with his mercy, to redeem to life ſuch as inflexibly 
x» fn his redemption and mediation ? 
But, ſay our adverſaries, ihe words of the Apoſtle 


in the 26® verſe of the ſame chapter, are a ſtrong 


confirmation of this pretended reſtoration : THE LAST 
ENEMY THAT SHALL BE DESTROY'D IS 
DEATH. I the ſeparation of the foul from the. body 
the death here deſeewd ? No, ſay they, for after the 
coming of Chriſt, there ſhall be no more room for that. 


A N reaſon to be aſſign'd by men in their 
ſen 


Becauſe, after Chriſt's coming, which is 
the end of time, there ſhall be no more room for 
the ſeparation of the ſoul from the body, therefore 
that ſeparation cannot be the laſt enemy deſtroy*d. 

To give a ſtronger inſtance of their wiſdom, or 
rather weakneſs, theſe ſticklers for a general reſto- 
ration, alledge a farther proof of the death here 
mention*d not being temporal, which is, ſay they, 
that the inſpired writer ranks it among the enemies of GOD, 
whereas temporal death is really his ſervant; Bu: let me 
aſk theſe ſophiſters, whether the death of the ſon of 
Gop could be call'd a friendſhip done him? And 
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is not the ſeparation of ſoul and body ſtill an 
enemy to Gop, while it debars his beloved ele& of 
the full enjoyment of the bliſs they are deſtin'd to? 
True indeed it is, that death is his ſervant, employ'd 
in executing his orders, ſo is the devil; but is 
either leſs oppoſite to the final end of his goodneſs ? 
What egregious trifling then are our adverſari 
compell'd to have recourſe to | 
The 54 verſe is a plain confutation of their miſ- 
conſtruction of this text, where the Apoſtle ex- 
preſsly ſays, that when this mortal ſhall have put on 
immorlality, then ſhall be brought to paſs the ſaying that 
:s written, Death ſball be fwallowd up in victory. 
Here the Apoſtle in plain terms tells us, that when 
immortality ſhall render the ſoul and body inſepa- 
rable, then death, that is, that ſeparation of foul 
and body ſhall ceaſe. Yet theſe confident triflers 
are not aſhamed to quote this very verſe to prove 
that St. Paul does not mean by death the ſeparation 
of foul and body. Was a child to reaſon in this 
manner; our adverſaries themſelves wou'd think a 
rod more proper than arguments to confute him. 
But our adverſaries lay great ſtreſs on the excla- 
mation of St. Paul: Oh death, where is thy ſting ? 
Ob grave, where is thy victory? If death and the grave, 
ſay they, have no other ſting than ſim, and this ſling 
muſt be deſtroy'd, does it not thence follow, that hell, 
which depends altogether upon it, muſt be deftroy'd alſo. 
Who told our adverſaries that ſin will be deſtroy*d ? 
Not the apoſtle : he only aſks a queſtion, which 
he himſelf has ſolved. Sin is paſs'd into immortal 
ſubjects, ho before were mortal, but now are 
immortalized, and their ſin with them. Death 
conſequently has loft it's ſting in immortality, and 
therefore muſt ceaſe. But does it therefore follow 
that ſin muſt alſo? No, on the contrary, Sin 1s 
the perpetual worm of the wicked, which ſhall 
never die in their-inflexible hearts, but when it is 
5 | | ſeparated 
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ſeparated by a ſtate of immortality from natural 
death, that death itſelf muſt die, and have no 
more dominion over them. Well then might the 
Apoſtle cry out, Oh death! where is thy fling ? 
Thus far 1 have anſwer'd theſe en advo- 
cates for mercy, according to their own ſenſe of 
the Apoſtle's words. But if they will allow us the 
liberty of underſtanding Death in a ſomething 
more than literal ſenſe, as it is a ſeparation of 
the man from Gov, the fountain of all life, and 
not a meer ſeparation of ſoul and body; it muſt 
be own'd, that the unhappy objects of Divine 
Wrath are eternally ſubject to a ſecond more, in- 
infinitely more, —— death, the ſting of which 
they muſt and will perpetually feel. However, as 
this does not ſeem to be the Apoſtle's meaning in 
the paſſage in queſtion, where he is manifeſtly 
talking of temporal death, the only death which cou'd 
loſe ifs 85 ING, and which he tells us received it's 
STING, that is, all it's power from sid; it is 
plain, that the Apoſtle's ſenſe muſt be that in which 
the ſoundeſt part of Divines and Interpreters 
have underſtood him; 7o wit, of thoſe thrice happy 
Saints, who triumph over death by a glorious 

reſurrection to immortal felicity. Neither can 
St. Paul's words be naturally applied to any other 

ſenſe, as appears from what immediately precedes : 
| Death is fwallow'd up in vi roRY. Which is ſtrictly 
true in thoſe Bleſſed Souls: ſince in them death ab- 
ſolutely loſes it's sr iN, that is, all the power it 
received from $1N 3 vat is, in a word, the power 
of ſeparating their bodies and fouls, and keeping 
them from their ultimate perfect union in Gop. 
But what does all this infer * the n of 
Hell. Torments? 
Vet St. Paul is farther quoted in the firft to the 
Colofians, ver. 20. where he declares the good 
F of Gop, i in ſending his ſon into the world, 

to 
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to be; hat by him be wiight reconcile ALL things to 
8 Jer But was this to be done by inverting the or- 
der of things, or by any infringement on man's 
free- will? No. This our adverſaries own to be incon- 
ſiſtent with Divine Goodneſs, and therefore I ſhall 
content myſelf with the anſwer I haye already 
given to the like kind of argument. 
But the fame Apoſtle, in the ſame chapter, calls 
Chriſt tbe firſt-born of every creature, that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence, Very true, and is he 
not? No one denies him to have the fame ſovereign 
pre-eminence over the powers of hell, as over the 
Good, and the powers of heaven. What then ? 
Muſt the wicked therefore be reſtored whether 
they will or no? Yes, ſay our triflers, becauſe in 
the 16th verſe it is ſaid, that all* things that were 
made by him, were alſo created for him, This is un- 
doubted truth, but no ways concludes for our 
adverſaries, unleſs they can prove that Chrift is 
not glorified in his juſtice to the wicked, as well as 
in his bounty to the good, which they will find a 
difficult taſk to engage in, Chriſt, as I have al- 
ready faid, created ALL. for his glory; and 
whether, by their free choice, they become eter- 
nally happy, or eternally wretched ; as he provided 
"ALL with means to enjoy felicity, he is equally to 
be glorified: Inaſmuch as unto him belongeth mercy 3 
fro he renders to every man according to his work, 
Ir is again urged, that Chriſt is the firſt fruits of 
the creation: Now if the firſt fruits be holy, the lump 
alſo is holy; and if the root be holy, ſo are the branches, 
ſays the Apoſtle in the xith to the Romans. I heartily 
wiſh theſe fond quoters of St. Paul wou*d be fair in 
their quotations : if they were, they wowd quote 
the whole ſenſe of him, and not ſtifle what de- 
ſtroys the tenet they mean to . St. Paul 
here talks of the bulk, and branches while they 


continue in the ſame perfection with the firſt 9 
f | i ut 
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But then he expressly tells us, that ſome branches 
are cut off. Well, ſays the Apoſtle, becauſe of un- # 
belief they were broken off, bnt thou ſtandeſt by faith. *, 
Be not high-minded, but far: for if Gop ſpared not 

the natural branches, take heed leſt he alſo' fpare not thee. 

Behold therefore the goodneſs and ſeverity of Gop: on 
them which fell, ſeverity ; but towards thee gooaneſs, if 
thou continue in his goodneſs. What is there in all 
this text to favour a general reſtoration. of the 
wicked ? St. Paul tells us that Chriſt, the firſt fruit, 


is holy, and the bulk and branches are the ſame, 


while they are like him. But then he tells us, that 
there are many branches, which, for want of that 
likeneſs, are cut off: he tells us (Gentiles) that we are 
ingrafted in their place; and while we perſiſt in a 
likeneſs to him, we ſhall partake of his holineſs: 

but bids us beware not to imitate thoſe perverſe 
natural branches, the Jews, who were cut off 
thro* unbelief. For that Gop is good, but then 
he is juſt too; and to them that uſe their free-will 


to fall, deals ſeverity, as he does goodneſs to them 
who are free to perſevere. Indeed, he afterwards 


tells us, that the Jews, if they abide nt in their un- 
belief, ſhall be grafted in again; but they are left to 


their free-will to be ingrafted or not; and if they 


reject it, muſt they not be cut off for-ever ? 
No, fay our obſtinate adverſaries, Chr: aſk'd all 
the ends of the earth for his inheritance, Pal. ii. and 


<vby, but to reconcile them to Gon ? But let me aſk 


them in turn. Did Chriſt .aſk to reconcile free- 
agents with prejudice to their freedom ?. No, they 


will anſwer me, this is inconſiſtent. with Divine. 


Good neſs. Then they are already anſwer' d. For 
if free - agents, whom he pray*d and ſtrove to recon- 


cile, inflexibly withſtand his reconciling mediation ; 


can he, in juſtice, or mercy, force them to recon- 
ciliation ? Such weak refuges Are our adverfaries 


reduced to. 
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FTet theſe obſtinate enemies to Gop's juſtice, 
truth, and mercy, think they have another ſtrong- 
hold to retire to, in the 5 to the Romans, 
where, ſay they, the-words of the Apoſtle are very 
clear: As by one man's diſobedience, many were made 
Ainners; ſo, by the obedience of one man, many were made 
righteous. The word MANY, in this place, continue 
they; «undoubtedly comprehends all mankind, ALL were 
made finners by Adam, \therefore ALL ought to be made 
righteous by Feſus Chriſt, To this I anſwer, fr/t, 
that it is falſe that a L L were made ſinners by Adam, 
for Chriſt himſelf was not: Secondly, ALL are not to 
be made righteous in a different manner than they 
were made ſinners. Wherefore, as they were not 
made ſinners with prejudice; to their free-will, they 
are not to be made righteous unleſs they pleaſe: 
and, conſequently, as it is too ſadly true, that 
many have not made uſe of their free-will to be 
made righteous by him; it is ſadly as true, that 
many will not be made righteous by his obedience. 
Max then cannot ſtand here for ALL mankind. 
And tho' all do not become righteous, Chriſt's 
good intention is not thereby fruſtrated, as he in- 
tended not to invert the order of things, or force 
the free- agency of man: nor will it be to their 
purpoſe to urge what the Apoſtle adds in the ſame 
chapter, that where fin abounded, grace did much more 
abound, For by this he meant no more than to 
diſplay the: riches and ſtrength of Gop's grace, in 
oppoſition: to the poverty and weakneſs of man's 
free-will. Man's will yielded, and let ſin abound, 
notwithſtanding that he met with no reſiſtance, 
but what he had power to conquer: whereas the 
more abundant grace of Chriſt conquer*d the heart 
of man, notwithſtanding the reſiſtance of his free- 
will, by moving him, as St. Auguſtin fays ſomewhere, 
Is do willingly what he had a free-will io do. 
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T nus fat Lhave anſwer'd, I hope, to the ſatiſ- 
faction of all unprejudiced minds, the moſt material 
objections that are or can be brought againſt the 
eternity of Hell - Torments; and exploded the 
| falſe and dangerous doctrin of a general reſtora- 
tion. Heaven forbid I ſhould be fo cruel to con- 
ceive any pleaſure in the reflection on the endleſs 
Torments of my fellow-creatures. No. Cou'd I, 
without injuring the juſtice, truth, and mercy of 
my Divine Maker, change their eternal p uniſhment 
into a temporal one; I ſhou'd be as willing to do 
it as the moſt compaſſionate of my adverſaries. 
But muſt the Divine Attributes be reaſon'd away, 
to make room for unmerited, unaccepted, nay, 
rejected - compaſſion ? Or will rhe aſſerting the 
Torments of Hell to be only — ſuffice to 
make them ſo? 

Gop has exprefsly acquainted us, chat when he 
takes away the impenitent with his ſtroke, a great 
_ ranſom cannot deliver them; that he will judge 
them by the number of his years, that is, by his 
eternity; that the portion of their cup mall be fire 
and brimſtone, an everlaſting lake of fire and 
brimſtone, which ſhall torment them for-ever and 
ever; that he will take them off into it in a whirl- 
wind living in his wrath, and as living as his 
wrath, and the fire kindled therein; and left in 
our infirmity we ſhou' d, with David, reflect on his 
mercy in ſo doing, he warns us not to lay too 
great a freſ on his mercy alone, for that it is in- 
ſeparable from his juſtice and truth. For tho? he 
is flow to anger, and plenteous in mercy, yet his 
truth endureth to all generations, and both ſhall 
80 inſeparably before his face; inaſmuch as he is 
ever, and, in all reſpects, a juſt Gop, as well as a 
Saviour, and a falſe balance is as great an abomi- 
nation to him, as a juſt weight is his delight. 


We are aſſured, that in laſt day, when hal 
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ſhall ceaſe, and eternity, fathomleſs eternity, take 
place, he will come to judge the Good and Bad ; 
that the former ſhall riſe to the reſurrection of 
life, the latter to the reſurrection of damnation, 
and that his judgment will be juſt, when he ſhall 
ſay to the former, Come, ye bleſſed, &c. and to the 
latter, Go, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire. A dreadful 
ſentence this, and ſo much the more fo, as it will 
be the laſt ſentence, which conſequently can admit 
of no appeal. Yet, all dreadful as it is, is not 
Gop to be glorified in it for the equity of his judg- 
ment? Yes, ſurely he is, and for his mercy too. 

What more equitable, and at once merciful, 
than to render to every one according to his work ! 
Gop moſt liberally, without any intereſt to him- 
ſelf, created man a free-agent, that he might be a 
ſharer in his eternal felicity, and enjoy happineſs in 
his own right, by purchaſing it of Gop. And to 
help him forward to this end, enter'd into a gra- 
cious covenant with him, in virtue of which he 
might become entitled to the bliſs he was created 
for. And to induce him to fulfil his part of the 
covenant, and thereby lay the Divine Goodneſs 
under an ineffable tie of mercy and juſtice to fulfil 
it's part, he promiſed eternal joy to his obedience, 
and threaten'd his diſobedience with eternal woe; 
adding a ſufficient portion of grace and means to 
win and allure his free-will to the better choice, and to 
wean it from preferring preſent precarious, empty, 


fleeting pleaſure, to the future, certain, ſolid, and ne- 


ver- ending. What more cou'd a juſt Gop do? 
And what leſs cou'd he do as a merciful one, than leave 
the free-will of man, vhom he had thus ſtrengthen'd, 
uncontroul'd in it's choice ? If then, after all this, 
man inflexibly perſiſts in preferring eternal wretch- 
edneſs to eternal happineſs, is it not equally 
merciful to ſentence him to what he prefers? | 
; But 
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render to every man according to his deeds, 
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But how much brighter ſtill. does this mercy appear; 
when we ſee the Divine Bounty affording him freſn 
means of revoking his choice, by facrificing his 
anly Son, and offering to accept his blood in me- 
diation and attonement for the former obſtinacy of 


man, in rejecting the Grace and means to Salvation 


he might have made uſe of, but rejected? What 
ſhall we fay, when we ſee man obſtinately bent to 
refuſe this ineffable condeſcenſion? We muſt own, 


that his malice and perverſity is an infinite inſult to 


the infinite goodneſs of Gop, and that Gop ſhews 
himſelf a merciful Being in not controuling the ob- 
ſtinate wretch ; and ſhews himſelf a juſt one, to 
require the infinite ſatisfaction due for the infinite 
inſult committed againſt him. And ſince that in- 
finite ſatisfaction can be paid no other way than by 
infinite duration, the conſequence will be, that it 
behoves Gap, as a juſt and merciful Being, to de- 
cree the offender thoſe eternal torments he has been 
pleaſed inflexibly to make choice of. 475 28 
All the arguments brought to prove abe. contra- 
ry, tend only to deſtroy juſtice and truth in Gop, 
or free-will in man; both which being more than 
viſible abſurdities, carry their own confutation with 
them. And the texts of Scripture, wreſted againſt 
the orthodox doctrin of the Eternity of Hell- 


Jorments, are fuch as only ſerve to confirm the 


belief of it; they tend on one hand to juſtify the 
Divine Mercy in inflicting them, by pointing out 
the patience of Gop, and the riches of his Goodneſs, 
which leads the wicked to repentance, by forbearance, - 
tng-/uffering, and offering them efficacious means of 
reconciliation; and, on the other hand, render the 
wicked inexcuſable in deſpifmg the riches of 'bis Goodneſs ; 55 
and after their hardneſs and impenitent hearts, treaſur- 
ing up to themſelves wrath unto the day of wrath, and 
revelation of the righteous judgment. of GoD, who will. 
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And now, I preſume, I have fully demonſtrated the 
neceſſity of admitting the Eternity of Hell- Torments 
to be perfectly conformable, not only with the ju- 
ſtice and truth, but even with the mercy of Goo; 
and have proved the conſiſtency of this doctrin by 
Revelation Rem ſcripture, according to the evident 
import of it's words; by Right Reaſon, from the na- 
ture of the Iaſinite Offended, of the finite offender, 
and of the infinite ſatisfaction due to the Former 
from the latter; and: finally, by both, from the ve- 
ry objections that are made againſt it. 

How long then, O pere: ſe triflers, will ye 
perſiſt in your error? how long will ye ſhut 
the eyes of your underſtanding to the full-beam- 

ing rays of Gop's ineffable truth? and how long 
will ye be cruel in the falſe ten-derneſs of your 
mercies? Will you, CHRIST IANs ſuffer the rea- 
ſonableneſs of your faith to give way to the 
quibbles and abſurdities of theſe enemies to truth 
and reaſon? Can you anſwer it to your own con- 
ſciences, to join ſuch a feeble troop in the attempt 
of pulling Gop from his throne of judgment and 
juſtice, to ſet up the powers of vice in his ſtead, 
and give wickedneſs, rebellion, and anarchy a more 
extenſive and reſiſtleſs dominion ? No, rather let us 
glorify Gop in all his ways; let us acknowledge the 
inſufficiency of our underſtandings, to fathom his 
unſearchable myſteries ; and if hitherto we have 
conceived any notions unworthy ſo adorable a Being, 
let us confeſs our infirmity with David. With him, 
let us praiſe and magnify thee, and gratefully own, 
that Unto ' thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy, FOR thou 
rendereſt to every one according to his work. 

What then, Chriſtians, remains for us to do, but 
ſeriouſly to weigh the conſequences flowing from 
theſe infallible truths ? The horror, with which you 
ought to look down on the miſeries of a future un- 

— happy 
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happy ſtate, ſufficiently appears from the extraordi- 
nary pains which evil men take in attempting to 
argue away the Erernity of them. Why all this 
labour to diſprove the Eternity of Hell-Torments? 
Can it ariſe Nom any other ſource than a corroding 
conſcientiouſneſs of deſerving them? When a man, 
in any purſuit, is in danger of what he cannot con- 
ceive without dread and diſmay, he has but one of 
theſe two means to have recourſe to; either to re- 
move the danger, or leſſen his fears, if he will 
continue his career. Hence, when a man, in the 
ſearch of pleaſures forbidden by his Maker, re- 
flects on the terrors of a future ſtate conſequential 
to his lawleſs purſuit ; what has he to do, but either 
to remove the danger by relinquiſhing that purſuit, 
or to lull his fears by leſſening > hag of the objects 
which creates them ? Thus Wicked Men, who are 
inflexibly bent on their pleaſures, cannot make 
choice of the former, and therefore have recourſe to 
the latter. Puniſhments, they are ſure, will one day 
be their portion, and ſevere ones. The voice of guilt, 
loudly ſtriking their conſcience with perpetual 
din, leaves them no room to doubt of them; But 
they are future ones, of an undetermin'd nature, 
and not fo obvious to their ſenſes as the preſent 
leafures they have in view, and therefore not ſo 
riking. What then have they to do? Relinquiſh 
their purſuit and remove the danger they will not ; 
purſue their pleaſures they cannot, while the ter- 
rors of certain puniſhments ſtand in their way. 
This terror therefore, is to be deſtroy'd by chang- 
ing the idea of it's object. While they look upon 
the miſeries they fear as eternal, everlaſting, and 
coithout end; their reaſon, however corrupt, tells 
them, that fleeting pleaſures cannot be worth pur- 
ſuing at the expence of eternal wretchedneſs : and 
as the Will cannot embrace any object, nor come 
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to any choice without direction from the mind, 
they are kept in ſuſpence between the inflexibly 
fancied good and the dreaded evil. But as ſoon as 
the terrifying conſideration of Eternity is removed 
from the idea of thoſe miſeries, the terror vaniſhes 
with it s fleeting miſeries are not ſtrong enough to 
deter them from the purſuit of fleeting pleaſures; 
theſe are preſent, determin'd, and ftriking ; thoſe 
but future, undetermin'd, and unable to ftrike the 
ſenſes, becauſe not obvious to them. And there- 
fore, that the will, irrevocably bent on the viola- 
tion of -Gop's laws in the purſuit of forbidden plea- 


ſüures in ſpite of all his promiſes and threats, 


may not be ſtopt in it's career, corrupt reaſon is 
call'd in, to it's aid, to remove the Eternity of, 
 Hell-torments in favour of vice. 


Such are the wretched principles on which are 


raiſed the batteries againſt Hell-Torments. But, 


falas, how indiſcreetly do the wicked act! Since 
the Eternity of theſe torments is ſo horrible to 
them to conceive, why will they not rather deſtroy 
both the miſerable Eternity and the miſeries of it, 
by deſtroying in themſelves that wickedneſs which 
is the cauſe of both? Muſt they not be obliged to 
own this a more effectual and a ſurer way of 
doing it, than by barely attempting to deſtroy the 
belief of it? Whether thoſe Torments are to be 
eternal or not; ſure they are, that they will be 
proportion'd to their crimes, and inexpreſſibly 
greater than the pleaſure thoſe crimes are capable 
of giving. But if they ſhould be, as it evidently 
appears they muſt be, eternal; how wretched will 
their caſe be when ſad experience ſhall, with feel- 
ing, dreadfully feeling demonſtration, convince them 
of their error! How will they then wiſh, and wiſh 
in vain, that they had not fuffer*d their minds to be 
beguiled by the e of their hearts! 200 
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how, alas, will they curſe the time when they de- 
luded themſelves and others, by attempting to diſ- 

rove the eternity of thoſe Torments which irrevo- 
cable, immutable, eternal juſtice forces them (but 
ah! too late) to own and feel! What will their quib- 
bles then avail them? Will they remove their mi- 
| ſeries or revoke their ſentence ? No, they will on- 
Iy ferve to redouble their wretchedneſs, by adding 
to it the ſociety of others, whom their illuſions ſhall 
contribute to make as wretched as themſelyes. 
Notwithſtanding the univerſal belief of all ages, 
nations, and religions, in the eternity of miſeries 
allotted to the wicked, ſome men are ſo irrevocably 
bent on vice, as not to be deterr'd from commit- 
ting it. How much wider then would not wick- | 
edneſs ſpread it's dominion, ſhould the dangerous 
daring doctrin prevail, which aſſerts thoſe: miſeries 
not to be eternal? Some indeed there are, it is to 
be hoped, virtuous enough to purſue the dictates of 
conſcience and religion, independently on any 
fears of eternal Torments, ſpirited: by a more gene- 
rous love and gratitude to their Maker and Re- 
deemer. But how many more are there among 
the degenerate race of mankind, whom nothing 
leſs than an eternity of puniſhment will deter from 
offending him? They, whom an eternity of Torments 
will not reſtrain from committing ſome inſults againſt 
God, wou'd refrain from none, were thoſe Torments 
to be changed into temporal. And thoſe whom no- 
thing but eternal Miſery can keep in order, how 
| ſhall temporal puniſhment render ſubject to Gop's 
laws? What an endleſs multiplication of ſins and 
ſinners muſt neceſſarily enſue then, ſhou'd the ſcan- 
dalous ſyſtem of a general reſtoration obtain cre- 
dit! 
But ſurely, O beloved fellow-creatures, you will 


ſhew yourſelves more worthy that Stace, that rea- 
ſon, 
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fon; and that good ſenſe which Heaven has endow'd 
you with, than ts ſubject it to abſurdity, Surely, O. 
CHRISTIANS, ou will ſhew yourſelves more grate- 


your Gup, than to rob him of his power to 


32 tow it on vice? Shall the Almighty Creator have 


5 made man out of nothing, to be eternally happy, 


and not have a right to puniſh him for inſulting in- 
ſtead of ſerving him? No, CHRISTIANS, if you 
have any ſenſe of gratitude in you, you will not allow 


that a worm, a reptil, a nothing, ſhall dare to in- 
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lor che infinite inſult he has inflexibly perſiſted in 


ſult an Infinite Being, without deſerving an infinite 
puniſhment. Will you, in return for his having 


made you what you are, attempt to make him 
leſs than what he is? Will you, to ſcreen a rebel- 
lious inſect from the infinite puniſnment he deſerves 


againſt his Maker, diveſt Gop of that immutable 
truth and juſtice which 1s inſeparable from his Mer- 


cy? No, Heavens forbid ! The littleneſs and con- 


temptibility of the offender, rather enhances than 
excuſes the guilt of his offence. Since ſo much the 
more diminutive the perſon who dares offend this 


Infinite Being, and ſo much the more dependent 


he is on this Being, ſo much the more malice, 


arrogance and guilt that littleneſ argues in the of- 
fender. For, however frail he be by nature, Gop 


has provided him with ſufficient means to raiſe him 
above the frailty of his nature. his is ſufficient to 
render the criminal inexcuſable, Who inflexibly per- 
ſiſts in offending him, and to vindicate the Divine 
Mercy from every ſhadow of cruelty in puniſhing 
with eternal Torments, the infinite malice of crimes, 


committed in defiance of his grace. Let us never 


therefore preſume to harbour the leaſt thought of 
ſiding with ſo malicious an-offender againſt ſo leni- 
tive a Judge. No, let us praiſe and glorify Him, 


+. as well in the eternal = he inflicts on the 
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